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Years after the horror of the Rwandan genocide, two Furman alumnae uncover 
stories of reconciliation and restoration -and share them with the world. 
I 1994, the word "genocide" m ight have n lured storytellers Laura Waters Hinson and Catherine Claire Larson to the sm all African country of Rwanda. More than 10 years later, another 
word - "forgiveness" - sent them both there, 
and wound up leading Hinson to craft an award­
winning film and Larson to write a book . 
It all started on a church mission trip. 
A year after graduating from Furman in 2001, 
Hinson moved to Washington, D.C., to pursue 
a master's degree in filmmaking at American 
University. She began attending The Church of 
the Resurrection, a congregation with ties to the 
Anglican Church of Rwanda. During the summer 
of 2005, she traveled to Rwanda on a m ission trip. 
There she found the remnants of a land 
scorched by the genocide of 1994, when lingering 
tensions between the majority Hutus and the Tursi 
minority erupted into the systematic slaughter of 
close to a million Tutsis by Hutu death squads. 
Hinson saw churches filled with the bones 
of those who had been murdered while trying 
to seek refuge from the k illers. She saw eyes 
hollowed by the brutality of torture and rape, 
and children growing up without their parents' 
embrace. 
But it was what Hinson learned next that 
shocked her most. To eliminate prison overcrowd­
ing, Rwanda's president, Paul Kagame, had just 
ordered the release of more than 40,000 prisoners, 
many of whom had been members of the death 
squads. Large numbers of the ex-convicts were 
returning to neighborhoods where the fam ilies 
of their victims lived. 
In these villages, many people were simply 
co-existing with their enem ies. Others, however, 
were actually extending forgiveness - which 
caught Hinson off guard. 
"! was completely shocked. I couldn't believe 
that I hadn't heard about it," she says. "I was 
shocked to consider that it could even be possible." 
From that point on, Hinson, who had earned 
her Furman degree in communication studies and 
political science, knew what the subject of her 
master's thesis would be. She returned to D.C. 
with her friends, and the dramatic elements of 
what she had witnessed and learned in Rwanda 
began evolving into a vision in her filmmaker's 
mind. 
A short year later, having raised money from 
fam ily and friends to support her project, she was 
back on a plane with a camera, a small fi lm crew, 
and no clue about what would happen next. 
A tale of two women 
With a small budget and a translator, Emmanuel 
Kwizera, whose connections and language skills 
would prove invaluable, Hinson's team arrived 
in Rwanda and began scouting for stories of 
forgiveness. 
T hey didn't have to wait long. Through 
an organization called Prison Fellowship, a non­
profit that promotes restorative justice and had 
organized workshops for genocide survivors and 
ex-prisoners, Hinson met Rosaria. 
Rosaria, a Tutsi, told Hinson that most of 
her family - including her husband, children 
and sister - had been k illed by Hutu neighbors 
during the genocide. Rosaria explained that 
several ex-prisoners had built a new house for 
her on the other side of her village. One of the 
ex-prisoners was a man named Saveri, who had 
confessed to killing seven people during the 
genocide. One of them was Rosa ria's sister. 
Saveri had repeatedly begged Rosaria for 
forgiveness. She had granted it, she explained, 
because she couldn't withhold forgiveness from 
someone that God had already forgiven. 
To Hinson, the story seemed surreal. " ! felt 
numb because her words were so unbelievable 
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to me. She was speak ing with such a gentility 
and a peace, almost an eerie calm - almost like 
she was telling a story of something that had 
happened to someone else." 
Over the next few days, the story unfolded 
before Hinson's camera, as Saveri and other ex­
prisoners helped Rosaria move into her new home. 
It seemed that forgiveness had stepped forward 
into reconciliation, possibly even friendship. 
But the apparent resolution of Rosa ria's story 
still left Hinson with questions about the broader 
landscape of reconciliation in Rwanda. What 
about those who were just beginning the process? 
What did it look like to meet an enemy face 
to face for the first time? What about the less­
than-tidy resolutions? 
Soon, she began to get some answers. 
Through the help of another reconciliation 
organization, Hinson and her crew met a second 
widow: Chantale. 
Chantale's thin face appeared lined with 
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grief and her hollow eyes seemed to sink inside 
her as she told Hinson her story. Hutu neighbors 
had pummeled Chantale's father to death with 
clubs and m achetes. John, one of the men who 
had participated in the murder, had just been 
released from prison and now lived less than 
five m iles from Chantale. 
John had asked to meet with Chantale 
to seek forgiveness. Chantale told Hinson that 
she would be willing to meet with John, but she 
didn't think she could forgive him. 
A few days later, Hinson's crew set up their 
equipment inside a tiny village church, a neutral 
spot designated for the encounter. Chantale sat 
tensely, waiting for John's arrival. At last, he 
hunched through the doorway. After a cordial 
handshake, he sat down across from Chantale. 
"I was pretty tense, because I didn't k now 
if Chantale would start weeping or if she m ight 
walk out on him," Hinson says. "I was just really 
worried that she would freak out." 
During the next hour, with cameras rolling, 
John pleaded with Chantale to forgive him 
as Chantale bitterly drilled him with questions: 
Why hadn't he apologized sooner? How could 
he imagine that she would forgive him? Did he 
realize how he had destroyed her life? 
While John continued to plead for mercy, 
Hinson sat inconspicuously nearby as Kwizera 
scribbled notes, explaining the dialogue. 
Eventually the conversation ended, unresolved. 
"I was really impressed with how Chantale 
displayed such strength. She didn't weep," 
Hinson says. "For a woman in Rwandan culture 
to look at an older man whom she'd once 
respected and to chew him out, and just heap 
on the shame, I thought it was really impressive 
and strong of her." 
In the days that followed the crew made 
good time, traveling to the northern part of the 
country to interview a genocide orphan named 
Joy (whom Hinson later cast in her film as the 
face of Rwanda's future), and to a ranch where, 
on their last day of film ing, they stole 30 coveted 
m inutes with President Kagame. 
Then the crew packed up and loaded the 
plane for the long ride home. But for Hinson, 
the journey toward completion of "As We Forgive" 
was only beginning. 
And so it was for Catherine Claire Larson, 
too. 
Chantale transformed 
After graduating from Furman in 1998 with 
a double major in Spanish and English, Larson, 
like Hinson a F lorida native, had attended 
seminary and spent a few years teaching high 
school before establishing herself in Washington, 
D.C., as a writer and editor for Prison Fellowship. 
She had also begun attending The Church of 
the Resurrection, where she met Hinson. (They 
hadn't known each other at F urman.) 
Not long after hearing Hinson's stories about 
Rwanda, Larson began form ing her own plan. 
"I was excited about what Laura was doing 
and wanted to use my writing sk ills in any way 
that I could to help her promote the film," Larson 
says. "Originally, I was thinking of doing a few 
magazine articles and interviews and radio pieces 
that could help get the word out on her film . 
"But over the course of the next nine 
months it occurred to me that these really are 
stories that need to be told, and that telling them 
in book form would allow a much more in-depth 
analysis of what's going on in Rwanda." 
By August 2007 she was on a plane, headed 
for Rwanda with three friends and a risky dream 
that these untold stories of forgiveness m ight 
catch some publisher's eye. 
When she landed in Rwanda, Larson was 
only beginning to realize how much work lay 
before her over the next 14 days. To have enough 
material to fill a book, she knew that she'd have 
to secure as many in-depth interviews as possible. 
"Obviously, there was a feeling of being 
overwhelmed," she says. "When we visited the 
genocide memorials, that sense of being over­
whelmed was only intensified, as we entered into 
the depth and the pain of the people. You begin 
to ask yourself, 'Who do I think I am to begin 
to put voice to these experiences?' " 
But she was compelled to try. 
Over the next two weeks, work ing with 
two translators, she and her friends interviewed 
close to 25 survivors and perpetrators of the 
genocide, including some of the people Hinson 
had filmed. 
Many had chosen to forgive. Many had 
been forgiven. Each was somewhere along the 
journey to reconciliation. 
"It was an emotionally exhausting t ime," says 
Larson. "But, at the same time, because we were 
actually able to travel with survivors to meet the 
Zoe Sandvig (above left), 
author of this article, 
accompanied Catherine 
Claire Larson (right) to 
Rwanda. There they met 
John- and learned that 
he had been forgiven by 
Chantale (left), who had 
"the look of someone 
who had made peace 
with her past." 
people that they had forgiven, because we were 
able to witness these genuine moments of recon­
ciliation, it was as encouraging and as hopeful 
as it was dark and difficult." 
One interview stood out above the others. 
One morning, after a bumpy ride across dusty, 
dimpled terrain, Larson arrived in front of 
a small mud hut. Out of the corner of her eye, 
she saw a wom an approach her Jeep. Larson 
realized that she had seen the woman in Hinson's 
footage. But the eyes were different than she 
had imagined. 
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The woman was Chantale - and she had 
the look of someone who had made peace with 
her past, perhaps even with her enemy. 
Larson learned that after Hinson's crew had 
left, John had begun visiting Chantale to help 
her with her crops and other chores. Slowly, 
Chantale's heart began to soften. Six months 
after the filming, Chantale called her neighbors 
together, in traditional Rwandan style, and 
publicly forgave John. 
"Having seen the raw footage from Laura's 
film and the intense bitterness in this woman's 
face, it made me wonder if we were talking to 
the same person," Larson says of their encounter. 
"But as Chantale told us her story, you could see 
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that something profoundly spiritual had taken 
place in her life." 
A member of Larson's team snapped a pic­
ture of this new woman. Larson couldn't wait 
to show it to Hinson. 
True forgiveness 
Back in D.C., Hinson was editing and refining 
"As We Forgive" to submit to film festivals. The 
documentary received a boost when actress Mia 
Farrow came on board to narrate after Hinson 
met her through contacts with a Virginia 
congressman's staff. 
"Editing was really challenging because 
I was trying to balance so many layers of the 
story, trying to weave in the complexity of the 
reconciliation," says Hinson, who culled 55 hours 
of footage down to 53 minutes. "It was like the 
greatest j igsaw puzzle you could ever imagine." 
Meanwhile, Larson was preparing to give 
up her social life and begin a 300-page draft of 
a book that didn't even have a publisher. And 
she felt much the same as Hinson. 
"When I looked at the wide angle, it was 
overwhelming how much work there was to do ," 
she says. "But as I sat down and took one story, 
one little piece at a time, it was amaz ing how the 
inspiration just showed up, and how words that 
fit just came. That was the exciting part." 
For each woman, there came a moment 
when they knew their efforts were not in vain. 
For Hinson, the moment was June 7, 2008, 
the day she walked down the red carpet in Los 
Angeles to accept the Student Academy Award 
for best documentary for "As We Forgive." For 
Larson, the red-letter day came two months later, 
August 15, when she put the finishing touches 
on As We Forgive: Stories of Reconciliation from 
Rwanda. Zondervan Press released the book 
February 1 .  
In the end, the two women's journeys were 
not so much about a film or a book as about 
discovering the radical, transformative power 
of forgiveness. 
"I think before I went to Rwanda I would 
have said yes, I definitely believe forgiveness 
is real," Hinson says. "But after seeing the level 
of forgiveness some people are experiencing and 
choosing to give to these k illers, I just think I 
didn't understand the real definition of forgive­
ness." 
Larson echoes her friend's comments. "The 
more I looked at what was go ing on, the more 
I realized that this was a story that needed to 
be told - not just to promote the good that was 
happening in Rwanda, but [because] we needed 
to know this message just as much, to know that 
forgiveness is possible." IFI 
The author is a writer for Prison Fellowship 
in northern Virginia. She is a ghost writer 
for Charles Colson's "BreakPoint" radio program 
and has contributed to World Magaz ine and 
The Washington Times. 
Throughout the fall "As We Forg ive " racked up more honors, ea rn ing  
the Aud ience  C hoice Award at  the National Geog ra p h i c  A l l  Roads F i l m  
Festiva l ,  Best Docu mentary at the Angelus Student F i lm Festival, a n d  
a C rystal H eart Award at t h e  Heart land  F i l m  Festiva l .  O n  December 5 
in Los An geles, it received the David L. Wolper Award from the I nter­
nat ional  Doc u mentary Assoc iat ion for best student feat u re f i l m .  
And just  before t h i s  issue of the magazine went to press, laura 
Waters Hinson a n nounced that "As We Forg ive" has received 
a $262,000 g rant from the John Tem p l eton Fou ndation for a one-year 
i nternational  outreach campa i g n .  
T h e  g ra nt, she  sa id,  w i l l  provide for a n  outreach a n d  scree n i n g  
effort i n  the U n ited States t h a t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a P B S  showing of "As We 
Forgive . "  (Th i s  yea r  marks the 1 5th a n n iversary of the Rwan d a n  
genocide). I t  w i l l  a l so fund a f u l l -t ime position for a screen i n g  tou r  
d i rector t h a t  w i l l  b e  f i l led  b y  2007 F u r m a n  g rad uate Genevieve Ebel, 
the f i l m's d i rector of outreach .  
H i nson said that, wh i le  "As We Forg ive" cont in ues to be shown 
at un iversities, c h u rches and schools, the Tem p l eton award wi l l  a i d  
i n  the development of ed ucat ional  resources t o  accompany the DVD.  
Moreover, the grant w i l l  s u pport p lans  for  a nat ional  premiere of 
"As We Forg ive" i n  Rwanda's cap ital  i n  late spr ing .  "We' l l  be work ing  
with the Rwa n d a  U n ity and Reconc i l iation Com mission [a nd]  the M i n ­
istry of C u lture t o  p l a n  a prem iere i n  t h e  n ational  basketb a l l  stad ium, 
wh ich can hold u p  to 3,000 peop l e . "  
Afterward she ant ic i pates a cross-country tou r d u r i n g  which  the 
f i l m  w i l l  be show n  i n  Rwandan v i l l ages, schools, c h u rches a n d  govern­
ment agencies.  The hope i s  that i t  w i l l  " i nsp i re further d i a log ue and 
hope among Rwa ndans  wa l k i n g  the d ifficu l t  road toward 
reconc i l iation . "  
W h i l e  m u c h  of h e r  last year h a s  been spent trave l i n g  a n d  screen ­
i n g  t h e  f i l m - i n c l u d i ng a stop a t  Furman last spr ing - Laura a n d  
her  husband,  Thomas H i nson '00, have fou n d  t ime t o  l a u n c h  a related 
venture. The Living Bricks campaign,  begun i n  cooperation with 
Pr ison Fel lows h i p  I nternational,  is  des igned to raise funds  for the 
construction of a v i l lage of reconc i l i at ion l i ke the one featu red i n  the 
movie - and, i n  the process, to further  reu n ify Rwa n d a .  
To l e a r n  more about the f i l m ,  visit www.asweforg ivemovie .com.  
As for writer Catherine Claire larson: I n  add it ion 
to her  work with Pr ison Fel lowship,  she i s  a reg u l a r  con ­
tr ibutor t o  " T h e  Poin t "  (http://thepoin t . breakpoint .org), 
one of the most v is ited C h rist ian b logs in the nation . Her  
i ns ights on g race a n d  the a rtwork of V i n cent  Va n Gogh 
were i n c l u ded i n  The Faith and Culture Devotional, 
p u bl ished in November by Zonderva n .  
She recently started a blog a t  www.asweforg ivebook.com, 
where copies  of As We Forgive: Stories of Reconciliation from 
Rwanda may be ordered .  La rson l ives i n  Ashburn,  Va ., with 
her  h usband, Mark .  
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Dealing with 
I n higher education circles , as everywhere else, the ongoing volatility of the stock market and the deepening recession have caused great consternation. 
At Furman, the administration and trustees have been working for 
months to manage the turmoil, ensure a balanced budget and plan for 
the f uture. "Our foremost goal," says President David Shi, " is to reduce 
expenditures without eroding the quality of the educational exper ience." 
T he univers ity implemented a ser ies of steps in October to help meet 
the goal. Discretionary expenditures were reduced by 6 percent, and 
purchases of new equipment were virtually eliminated. While Furman 
stopped short of a hir ing freeze, Shi created an ad hoc task force to assess 
whether personnel openings created by normal turnover need to be filled 
immediately or at all. The university also suspended the Alumni Fellows 
Program, a three-year-old initiative that supported six temporary staff jobs 
for recent graduates. 
In a message to f aculty and staff, Shi said the impact of the economic 
crisis on Furman is likely to worsen. As a consequence, the administration 
has prepared a second wave of potential cost-cutting steps. 
"Painf ul as they may be," he said, such budget retrenchments "are 
l ikely to continue for Furman and for all of h igher education and corporate 
Amer ica as the financial crisis deepens." 
Furman is hardly immune to the current economic downturn. 
Here's how the university is coping in these unpredictable times. 
Eighty-fo ur percent of Furman's annual operating budget comes from 
tuition and fees, which currently total $34,588. With standard double 
room and board, the full cost to attend Furman in 2008-09 is $43,1 16. 
Despite the budget concerns, Shi remained upbeat. "Although short­
term sacrifices are necessary," he said, "we will emerge from this crisis 
a stronger community and a stronger institution." 
Furman's endowment, which at the close of the 2007-08 fiscal year 
(June 30) was $ 560 million, has, like those of other institu tions, been 
seriously affected by the economic downturn. Many institutions have felt 
it necessary to order layoffs, leave positions unfilled and require employees 
to take unpaid furloughs. According to an informal survey, about half of 
the members of the Associated Colleges of the South (a group of 16 private 
liberal arts institutions to which Furman belongs) have enacted a complete 
hiring freeze. 
Mary Lou Merkt, vice president for business affairs at Furman, says 
that a year ago members of the university's trustees investment committee, 
anticipating turbulence ahead, began reallocating some of the university's 
endowment to cash. 
She also po ints out that Furman's conservative endowment spending 
policy has helped to ease the blow thus far. Furman spends 4.5 percent of 
a predetermined asset base annually. The funds are spent on scholarships, 
salaries, new technology and other operating expenses. 
But Merkt is aware that economic conditions may worsen. "The new 
year will be more of a challenge," she says. 
As the credit crunch tightens and portfolio returns shrink, consumer 
spending is also trending down. The result, Merkt says, is that some uni­
versity revenue streams, such as athletic ticket sales, bookstore sales and 
golf course rounds, may slip. 
The pinch is being felt in fund-raising as well, although Mike Gatchell, 
vice president for development, says that Furman currently remains on track 
toward its $ 400 million goal in the "Because Furman Matters" campaign. 
(See page 22.) As of December 3 1 ,  the campaign, whose primary goal is 
to build the university's endowment, had received approx imately $277.5 
million in gifts and pledges. 
Gatchell says that the university's immediate challenge is to keep 
annual giving on track to support the university's tightened budget, 
and he praises alumni and friends for continuing to keep Furman 
at the forefront of their philanthropic priorities. 
Moreover, he says that rather than reducing donor contact, the devel­
opment office has actually been more active than ever as it plans for the 
future. "We have spent a lot of time this fall saying thank you to our 
donors and sharing stories abo ut how we're being good stewards of their 
money. We're making contacts and building for the comeback. Times 
will get better." 
One bright spot amid the uncertainty is admissions, where early 
returns show that college-bound students and their parents continue to 
value high-quality private education. Furman received 8 19 applications 
for admission during the fall's Early Decision period, the second highest 
total in school history, and Regular Decision applications once again 
exceeded 4,000. 
Students also appear determined to remain at Furman to complete 
their educations. Bill Berg, interim vice president for enrollment, says that 
pre-registration for the spring semester was strong. He adds that, at least 
this year, he does not think the economic slowdown will have a significant 
impact on student retention. 
Merkt says that this winter administrators and trustees are continuing 
to look closely at the university's financial situation. "We're certainly 
mindful of shrinking incomes and net worth at home," Merkt says. "Our 
goal in setting tuition and fees for the coming year will be to find an appro­
priate balance between the university's need for revenue to sustain the 
quality of our academic programs and the financial strains many Furman 
families are now facing." 
The university has developed a Web page to further explain how the 
financial crisis is affecting both Furman and higher education in general. 
Visit www.furman.edu/finance. IFI  
Adapted from an article by John Roberts that appeared in the winter issue 
of Inside Furman, the university's internal faculty-staff newsletter. 
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Exploring Uncharted 
Professors engage a host of ethical, philosophical and scientific issues 
in a yearlong seminar that ultimately raises more questions than 
it answers- and puts them in their students' shoes. 
WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE? How 
did the universe begin? Why is there something, rather than 
nothing? Is life inevitable in the universe? Is consciousness? 
What does it mean to be human? What is the nature of 
personhood? What is the nature of ultimate reality? 
During the 2007-2008 academic year, a group of Furman 
faculty engaged these and other provocative questions in 
a seminar titled "Science and Religion: A Dialogue for 
the 21st Century," sponsored by Furman's Lilly Center for 
Theological Exploration of Vocation. The 20 of us who par­
ticipated represented a broad spectrum of academic specialties 
- natural sciences, social sciences, mathematics, computer 
science, religion, literature and philosophy. Our commitment 
to the seminar entailed extensive reading and reflective writ­
ing in addition to many hours of discussion. 
The questions we confronted are examples of what scholar 
Ian Barbour calls "limit questions" - questions that arise 
at the boundaries, or limits, of the understand ing of the 
world that science provides. Like the photograph (opposite) 
of the Reflection Nebula in Orion that was used as the 
seminar's logo, which shows bright starlight partially 
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obscured by the blackness of an interstellar dust cloud, limit 
questions juxtapose the known with the unknown, that 
which is well understood with that which remains mysterious. 
Barbour suggests that although these kinds of questions arise 
within science, they cannot be answered by science alone. 
Instead, they require interd isciplinary dialogue involving 
science, rel igion and philosophy. 
Among the many issues we pondered over the course 
of the year, two of the limit questions were, "Is life inevitable 
in the universe?" and "What is the nature of human beings?" 
In the sections that follow, I'll describe the issues that we 
d iscussed in connection with these two questions - although 
it should be noted that no consensus about the answers has 
been reached by scholars in general, or by our group in par­
t icular. I'll also describe our efforts to determine how we 
might bring these complex, open-ended, often controversial 
issues into our classrooms at Furman. 
COSMOLOGY & THE ANTHROPIC PRINCIPLE 
Cosmology is the study of the large-scale structure, history 
and future of the universe. What is the current thinking in 
this field about the origin of the universe as we know it today? 
Cosmologists tell us, based on a combination of experi­
mental data and theoretical physics, that approximately 13 
billion years ago the universe was in an extremely compact 
state of high temperature and high matter/energy density. 
Then, for reasons that are not well understood, it began an 
explosive expansion known as the Big Bang, an expansion 
that continues today. 
As the universe expanded and cooled, fundamental 
particles such as q uarks coalesced into protons and neutrons, 
which went on to coalesce into the nuclei of the l ightest 
elements, forming hydrogen, helium, lithium and beryllium. 
These nuclei eventually joined electrons to form atoms in 
a gaseous state; still later, gravity squeezed localized regions 
of gas into hot, dense regions where nuclear fusion could begin. 
Whenever nuclear fusion began in the core of a gas cloud, 
a star was "born," initiating a "l ifetime" spanning millions to 
billions of years in which the star churned out enormous 
By Susan Smart D'Amato 
amounts of energy as it fused light elements into heavier ones. 
Over time, as some stars ran out of nuclear fuel, they "died" 
and either gently or violently ejected much of their stellar 
material into their galactic neighborhood. The debris pro­
vided raw material from which the next generation of stars 
could form. 
The new generation of stars formed in clouds containing 
heavier elements than the first generation. Over time, some 
interstellar clouds of dust and gas contained a sufficient num­
ber and quantity of heavy elements to allow rocky planets 
to coalesce within the swirling cloud of material surrounding 
the young stars at their center. This is how we believe our 
solar system formed some 4.5 billion years ago. 
Thus we believe that all the elements we find on Earth 
today, from the silicon, oxygen and iron in our planet's 
continents and oceans to the carbon, oxygen and nitrogen 
found in our own bodies, were forged in stellar furnaces 
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billions of years ago. The "stuff'' of rocks (and of life) is 
a product of the laws of nuclear physics as they play out 
in the births and deaths of stars. 
This brings us to one of the limit questions emphasized 
by Barbour. In recent years cosmologists have puzzled over 
the Anthropic Principle, the idea that the physical laws of the 
universe seem to be fine-tuned to allow for the development 
of l ife. In When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers, 
or Partners? Barbou r  writes: 
"A striking feature of the new cosmological 
theories is that even a small change in the phy ical 
constants [the constants of nature] would have 
resulted in an uninhabitable universe. Among the 
many possible universes consistent with Einstein's 
equat ions, ours is one of the very few in which the 
arbitrary parameters are just right for the existence 
of anything resembling organic life . . .  [T]he possibil­
ity of life as we know it depends on the value of a few 
basic constants and is remarkably sensitive to them." 
He goes on to cite several examples of this fine-tuning. 
First, there is the rate at which the universe is expanding. 
If, just after the Big Bang, the universe had expanded at even 
a slightly smaller rate, then gravity would long ago have domi­
nated the outward push of expansion, giving rise to a universal 
"crunch." On the other hand, if the rate of expansion had 
been even slightly greater, gravity would have been unable 
to cause local gas clouds to condense into hot, dense regions 
where stars could form. 
"The expansion rate itself depends on many factors, such 
as the initial explosive energy, the mass of the universe, and 
the strength of gravitational forces," states Barbour. "The 
cosmos seems to be balanced on a knife edge." 
A second area of cosmic "coincidence" involves the 
formation of elements, both the primord ial elements formed 
shortly after the Big Bang and the heavier elements formed 
later in stars. Our model indicates that the conditions of the 
universe in the smallest fract ion of a second after the Big Bang 
caused hydrogen and helium (the lightest and simplest elements) 
to be formed in specific amounts. 
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Some see the Anthropic Principle as a non, issue, pointing 
out that if the laws of physics had not led to the development 
of life, then we wouldn't be here to raise the question of why 
the laws are the way they are. 
If the strong nuclear force that binds protons and neutrons 
into atomic nuclei had been even slightly stronger than it 
actually is, then soon after the Big Bang, all the hydrogen 
in the universe would have fused into helium, leaving no 
hydrogen in existence. Without hydrogen, water could never 
have formed on the surface of our planet . And without water, 
life as we know it would not exist. 
By the same token, if the properties of helium, carbon and 
oxygen nuclei had been even slight ly d ifferent from the prop­
erties they actually possess- if the fine balance were upset 
just a bit in one direct ion or the other - then either helium 
would never have fused into carbon in the cores of stars, or 
helium would have fused into carbon, but then the carbon 
would have immediately fused into oxygen. In either case, 
there would have been no carbon left in stars that could later 
form the organic molecules on which all known life is based. 
These and other "coincidences" - all of which must 
have occurred, and occurred in just the right sequence, for 
As for the Lilly faculty, we ended our discussion of this 
issue in much the same way that we began it - by acknowl­
edging that it is a complex, open-ended question with no 
unambiguous answers. 
NEUROSCIENCE AND HUMAN NATURE 
Neuroscience, the modern science of the brain, is another 
area that gives rise to limit q uestions that challenge our 
accustomed ways of thinking about the world and ourselves. 
Seminar participants had the opportunity to confront some 
of these questions in the spring of 2008, thanks in part to 
a visit to Furman by Christian philosopher Nancey Murphy, 
who delivered the Charles Townes Lecture in Faith and 
Reason. 
Murphy met with our seminar for an hour during her t ime 
at F urman. In preparation, we read selections from her recent 
book Bodies and Souls, or Spirited Bodies? 
Murphy argues that advances in neuroscience undermine 
"It is becoming increasingly obvious to many that the functions and attributes once 
attributed to the soul or mind are better understood as functions of the brain." 
life to exist today - are the puzzles the Anthropic Principle 
calls to our attention. 
What are we to make of the Anthropic Principle? Some 
scientists see it as a non-issue, pointing out that if the laws 
of physics had not led to the development of life, then we 
wouldn't be here to raise the question of why the laws are 
the way they are. Other scientists acknowledge the high 
improbability of the conditions that were "just right" for the 
development of life, but postulate that our universe is only 
one of many "island universes" in a greater "multiverse," 
most of which do not harbor life. 
But could the Anthropic Principle be interpreted as 
evidence of design? Barbour points out that many eminent 
physicists see evidence of design in the early universe, 
agreeing with the statement made by Freeman Dyson that 
"the universe in some sense must have known we were 
coming." Some see religious implications in this view; 
others do not . 
the commonly held view that human beings are composed of 
multiple, distinct "parts" - body and mind,  or body and soul 
(two dualistic views), or body, soul and spirit (which she calls 
a trichotomist view). Citing brain imaging studies, studies 
of patients with brain damage or disorders, and experimental 
invest igat ions of perception, memory and cognition, she artic­
ulates a physicalist view, stating, "It is becoming increasingly 
obvious to many that the functions and attributes once 
attributed to the soul or mind are better understood as 
funct ions of the brain." 
However, she says, this does not mean that all our 
thoughts and behavior can be reduced to the electrical and 
biochemical processes of our brains. Arguing against reduc­
t ionism, she states that "our complex neural equipment , along 
with cultural resources, underlies our capacities for morality . . .  
free will . . .  and the ability to be in relat ionship with God." 
Turning to questions of theology, Murphy argues that, 
despite a centuries-old trad ition of dualism in Christ ianity, 
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As part of their exploration of science and 
ethical issues, seminar participants studied the 
play Copenhagen. Michael Frayn's work, set 
in September 1941 in the midst of World War II, 
recounts a meeting between physicist Niels Bohr 
and his former protege Werner Heisenberg 
(a German), who were on opposite sides of 
the conflict. T he two had collaborated on work 
that led to the develojJment of the atomic bomb. 
Furman produced the play in the fall with an 
all-faculty cast of Margaret Oakes (English), 
Kevin Treu (center, computer science) 
and Doug Cummins (theatre arts). 
the Bible is not unambiguous in its anthropology, or theory 
of human nature. She states that, as far as the Old Testament 
or Hebrew Bible is concerned, "current [biblical] scholars . . .  
claim that the original Hebraic conception of the person 
comes closer to current physicalist accounts than to body-soul 
dualism." 
She points out that it is widely agreed that the Hebrew 
word nephesh, translated in the King James Version of the 
Old Testament as "soul," should be understood as referring 
to "the whole living person" rather than to one part of 
a body-and-soul combination. The New Testament scriptures , 
however, can be interpreted in a variety of ways; thus, she 
concludes, "There is no such thing as the biblical view 
of human nature insofar as we are interested in a partitive 
account. The biblical authors, especially the New Testament 
authors, wrote within the context of a wide variety of views, 
probably as diverse as in our own day, but did not take a clear 
stand on one theory [of human nature] or another." 
Although Murphy presents physicalist anthropology as 
widely accepted among biblical scholars today (and as almost 
universally accepted among neuroscientists), this view was 
new to many of us in the Lilly seminar, and, no doubt, to many 
who heard her lecture. On the one hand, this view is helpful 
in reconciling apparent discrepancies between scientific and 
scriptural understandings of human beings . On the other, it 
is all too easy to hear in physicalism a reductionist claim that 
humans are "nothing but" their atoms and biochemical pro­
cesses - phys ical beings who end when those processes end. 
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Murphy says, however, that "this 'phys icalist' position 
need not deny that we are intelligent, moral and spiritual. 
We are, at our best, complex physical organisms, imbued 
with the legacy of thousands of years of culture, and most 
importantly, blown by the Breath of God's Spirit; we are 
Spirited bodies." And although her physicalist philosophy 
is incompatible with a view of the afterlife, in which a soul 
separates from the body at death in order to u nite with God, 
it is compatible, she argues on philosophical as well as biblical 
grounds, with a theology of bodily resurrection. 
For many of us , Murphy's book and visit generated -
and continue to generate - more questions than answers . 
But then, perhaps that is to be expected and welcomed in 
a seminar dedicated to exploring uncharted territory. 
BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF TRUTH 
The issues on which we focused during the Lilly seminar were 
complex, open-ended and often controversial. They offered 
us an opportunity to expand the boundaries of our u nder­
standing, both personally and professionally, by engaging 
difficult questions within the supportive context of an 
interdisciplinary community of scholars. 
What did the participants think about their year in the 
seminar? Some praised the benefits of reading outside their 
area of expertise and the opportunity to exchange points of 
view with colleagues from other fields. Others embraced the 
challenge of considering what bridges exist between religion 
and science - and between other fields as well. 
"I found myself placed in the role of the student again, which has allowed me greater 
empathy with the struggles my students face on these significant questions." 
Participants also addressed how they expected the 
seminar to influence their teaching. One said, "[ found myself 
placed in the role of the student again, which has allowed me 
greater empathy with the struggles my students face on these 
significant questions." Others volunteered that "[ think we 
all see the need now for humility, for listening," and "[ am 
more comfortable now with ambiguity, with not having all 
the answers." 
These responses seem to indicate that the Lilly program 
provided the kind of learning environment that Parker Palmer 
advocates in The Courage to Teach, a book we read and d is­
cussed at the close of the seminar. Palmer calls his model 
of teaching and learning "participation in a community 
of truth," where he defines truth as "an eternal conversation 
about things that matter, practiced with passion and 
d iscipline." 
Palmer calls on us to reject a philosophy of teaching and 
learning that sees education as a hierarchical system in which 
k nowledge is transmitted "downward," f rom "expert" to 
"amateurs." In its place he invites us to envision a "subject­
centered circle of knowers" in which all learners - teachers 
as well as students - are in relationship with the subject 
and with each other. Unlike the hierarchical model, Palmer 
emphasizes collegiality and community and invites those 
among the "circle of knowers" to exhibit d iversity, humility 
and a tolerance for ambiguity while participating in the 
f ree exchange of ideas. 
Palmer's model may have familiar overtones to those 
who have been following the development of Furman's new 
curriculum over the last few years. It seems especially fitting 
that in the year just prior to implementing a revamped and 
redesigned academic program, 20 F urman faculty had the 
opportunity to have just the sort of experience we want for 
all our students: the chance to be part of an intellectual 
community composed of thinkers near and far, present and 
past; the opportunity to read, analyze, reflect on and d iscuss 
issues of significance; and the invitation to join with others 
to create new knowledge, understand ing and meaning 
as we engage questions of ultimate concern. IFI 
The writer, a member of the Class of '77, is a professor of 
physics at Furman. She coordinated the Science and Religion 
seminar with David Rutledge, Reuben B. Pitts Professor of 
Religion. They are developing another seminar, titled "Simpler 
Living, Radical Change: Theology, Ethics and Sustainability," 
for the 2009-10 academic year. 
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A couple battles bureaucratic roadblocks and international red tape 
to complete the adoption of the child they'd come to know and love. 
W i t h  her f i rst t wo c h i l dren, 
Jewel Giesy McRoberts suffered excruciating 
complications during childbirth. 
For her third and fourth children, the com­
plications inflicted upon Jewel and her husband, 
U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Claude McRoberts, were 
bureaucratic in nature - but no less frustrating 
and painful. 
"I had horrible pregnancies and I had one 
horrible adoption experience," she says . "The 
horrible adoption experience was just like a bad 
pregnancy." 
But as was the case in the birth of her two 
sons, the McRoberts' adoption of two Vietnamese 
girls was ultimately resolved with a happy ending. 
"My daughters are where they are supposed 
to be. They're just doing fabulous and they fit 
in really well with our family," she says. 
Jewel McRoberts, a 1994 Furman graduate, 
and her husband decided in March 2006 to sub­
mit an application to adopt a child from Vietnam. 
Little could they have known that they and 
a dozen other American couples would become 
embroiled in an international diplomatic row 
involving the U.S. State Department, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security's Citizenship 
and Immigration Services divis ion, and the 
Vietnamese government. 
And because of accusations of corruption 
and baby-trafficking, the McRoberts family was 
left with no choice but to leave one of their 
adopted daughters in Vietnam for five months 
while they brought their other new daughter 
home. 
The d ispute between the United States and 
Vietnam eventually became so strained that in 
March of 2008, Vietnam announced that it 
would ban Americans from adopting children 
there. The decision, the government said, was 
prompted by what it described as a misleading 
and false report, issued by the U.S. Embassy 
in Hanoi, accusing the Vietnamese of forcing 
families to give up their babies and then selling 
the children to adoption agencies. 
Vietnam had been a popular nation for 
Americans wishing to adopt. In 2007, Americans 
had adopted more than 800 children from 
Vietnam, according to the Reuters news service. 
The United States had allowed the resumption 
with the U.S. adoption agencies. That wrong 
choice of words is what ended up costing the 
relationship." 
] ewel McRoberts is a health nut. She majored 
in health and exercise science at Furman, where 
she also played volleyball; she went on to coach 
the sport at the College of Charleston. That's 
where she met her husband, who was teaching 
at the Naval Nuclear Power School in Goose 
Creek, S.C. 
She had already given birth to two sons, 
Noah (now 6) and Malachi (4), when she and 
The nurse had gone on a bathroom break and heard a baby crying . 
She found Eden on a badminton court next to the hospital . 
of adoptions in Vietnam in 2006, after a three­
year period during which the two nations bickered 
over accusations of corruption. 
Irene A. Steffas, an attorney in Marietta, 
Ga., who specializes in adoptions, says that 
the latest halt in U.S. adoptions in Vietnam 
reflects an unfortunate miscommunication 
by Vu Due Long, Vietnam's top adoption 
official, who had inadvertently suggested 
that the Vietnamese had a "quota" for the 
number of children they wanted Americans 
to adopt. 
"He overestimated his ability to commu­
nicate in English and he used an inappropriate 
word," says Steffas, who worked with the 
McRoberts family on their case. "He said the 
word 'quota,' but there has never been a quota 
Claude decided to adopt. They wanted more 
children, but because Jewel had suffered severe 
swelling of her kidney during her pregnancies 
and wasn't prepared to endure the physical pain 
again, they began to explore adoption. 
They ruled out adopting in the United 
States for two primary reasons. For one, the 
birth mother chooses the parents in a U.S. 
adoption. Thus, potential adopting parents 
have no guarantee that they will ever be chosen, 
Jewel says. The second reason is that adoptions 
in the United States are open, meaning the birth 
mother can always be part of the child's life 
and have access to open communication with 
the child. 
Once they decided to look abroad, Jewel 
and Claude considered several different countries. 
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"Each country is so d ifferent in terms of the 
expense and how many times you have to travel 
to that country [before bringing the child home]," 
says Jewel, who lives in Alexandria, Va., while 
her husband is stationed at the Navy annex 
of the Pentagon. "They all have their pros 
and cons." 
She and Claude ruled out China because 
of lengthy delays associated with adoptions there. 
Russian authorities require prospective parents to 
travel to their country two or three times before 
finalizing the adoption agreement. In the end, 
Vietnam seemed the best choice because of 
with Vietnam became final and Jordan and Eden 
legally became the McRoberts' children in 
September of 2007, the U.S. State Department 
weighed in. Its investigation, which summarized 
the birth and family status of each child, was 
routine, but the contents of the report were not. 
The department denied the McRoberts' request 
for a visa for Eden. 
The family would soon learn that the report 
on which the decision was based was full of holes. 
"The U.S. Embassy d id a really shoddy job," 
Jewel says. "The only person tpey interviewed 
about Eden was the nurse who found her at the 
Jewel decided the best way to make her case would be 
to travel to Washington to meet with U. S. Sen. Barbara Boxer. 
shorter wait times and the supposed promise 
of only one trip to the country. 
Jewel and Claude signed with the World 
Child International Adoption Agency, based 
in Silver Spring, Md. They expected their stay 
in Vietnam to last four weeks, during which time 
they would adopt two girls, whom they would 
name Eden Michal and Jordan Grace. The girls, 
both of whom were born on May 1 1 ,  2007, but 
are not twins, were abandoned in the Thai 
Nguyen province in northeastern Vietnam. 
However, after the adoption agreement 
Above: The orphanage where Jordan and Eden lived in 
Vietnam; Jewel and Claude with the girls before having 
to leave Eden behind; Russ Giesy holds granddaughter 
Jordan while families meet with Sen. Barbara Boxer. 
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hospital. This nurse had gone on a bathroom 
break and heard a baby crying. She found Eden 
on a badminton court next to the hospital. 
"Embassy officials needed permission from 
the nurse's supervisors to speak with her. But 
Vietnam is a communist country. You just don't 
go ask workers to speak without first getting the 
permission of their supervisors. They'll get in 
trouble and go to jail." 
Accord ing to Jewel's account, State Depart­
ment officials wanted to skirt the requirement 
of obtaining permission to speak with the nurse 
to confirm Eden's abandonment. Further, they 
described themselves to the nurse as charity 
workers, not U.S. government officials. They 
also failed to follow the protocol, laid out 
in a bilateral agreement regulating adoptions 
between the United States and Vietnam, 
requiring the U.S. government to take up 
its concerns with Vietnamese officials first 
before launching its own probe. 
When the U.S. officials tried to speak with 
the nurse, she was fearful of losing her job or 
being sent to prison. She refused to cooperate, 
Jewel says. The American officials thus con­
cluded that the nurse's story was a hoax and 
that Eden was not legitimately abandoned. 
Irene Steffas, the immigration attorney, 
says that the McRoberts' experience, and that 
of the other families caught up in the bureau­
cratic morass, is all too common. "The manner 
in which [U.S. authorities] have conducted their 
investigations leaves something, quite a lot 
actually, to be desired," Steffas says. 
The State Department defended its actions 
in a statement in April 2008, saying that because 
of "incidents of serious adoption irregularities, 
including forged or altered documentation, 
mothers paid, coerced or tricked into releasing 
their children," prospective new parents and 
adoption agencies should not seek to initiate 
new adoption proceedings. 
After spending four weeks in Vietnam, during 
which they had bonded with both girls, Jewel and 
Claude, who had been away from their sons all 
that time, were forced to leave Eden behind in 
foster care while they went home to California, 
where they were then living. They brought 
Jordan back with them. 
That's when the lawyers entered the fray. 
The McRobertses hired Steffas and consulted 
with Lynda Zengerle, a Washington, D.C., 
attorney who was working with other families. 
Steffas conducted her own investigation to 
confirm that Eden was a legitimately orphaned 
child, producing a report with 20 exhibits. 
The report, through interviews with dozens of 
witnesses, also outlined the extent of the State 
Department's errors and determined conclusively 
that Eden had been abandoned and had not been 
forcibly taken from someone's home. 
It was the kind of thorough investigation 
that should have been conducted by the State 
Department in the first place, Jewel says. 
But it seemed to have little initial impact. 
So Jewel, inspired by a sermon dealing with the 
story from the Book of Matthew about Peter 
"getting out of the boat" when Jesus called him, 
decided that the best way to make her case would 
be to travel to Washington to meet with U.S. 
Sen. Barbara Boxer, a California Democrat. 
The boat parable refers to having the courage 
to face and overcome obstacles, Jewel says . Her 
challenge was traveling across the continent with 
her three young children to meet with a member 
of Congress . 
In Boxer, the family found a champion who 
"really threw her weight around" to get the State 
Department to accept the attorneys' new report 
on Eden's history. The New York Times quoted 
Boxer as telling Jewel and two other families , 
"Everything we know now says the State Depart­
ment is, frankly, using these babies as a tool in 
a battle that has nothing to do with these families 
or the children themselves." 
Soon thereafter, in February of 2008, the 
State Department received the McRoberts' 
request for a revocation of its intent to deny Eden's 
visa. Less than a week later the department 
revoked its denial, and Claude left immediately 
to go to Vietnam for the fourth time. Eden was 
granted a visa on February 27 - Jewel's birthday 
- and Claude brought her home a few days later. 
"It was the best birthday of my life," Jewel 
says. 
The other American families caught up 
in similar entanglements have also been able 
to bring their adopted children home. 
] ewe! says she's unclear about the exact problems 
the United States is trying to correct with its 
hard-line stance against Vietnam. She suspects 
travel costs, foster care, attorneys' fees and other 
expenses affiliated with the adoption agency. 
As part of their adoption agreement, they 
will teach Eden and Jordan about Vietnamese 
culture. Although they haven't yet learned to 
make pho' soup, the traditional meat-and-noodle 
soup of Vietnam, Jewel and Claude have begun 
to frequent local Vietnamese restaurants. They 
also plan eventually to travel to Vietnam to show 
the girls their homeland. 
Jewel has crucial advice for prospective 
adopting parents preparing to embark on an 
international adoption: Don't be afraid to ask 
Jewel 's advice for prospective parents preparing to embark on an 
international adoption :  Don't be afraid to ask the tough questions. 
that the government might be trying to make 
the adoption process more transparent in an 
effort to root out any possible cases of children 
who were not legitimately abandoned. 
"I don't doubt there probably is some 
corruption going on in the Vietnamese adoption 
agencies, in some shape or manner," she says . 
"We had to pay $ 14,000 to the adoption agency 
for each child. [U.S. officials] said that the 
Vietnamese were using that money to line 
their pockets. 
"! know that $ 14,000 per child is a lot 
of money. But it's not out of line compared 
to other countries. [The $ 14,000 fee] is not 
that much more than Russia, Ukraine or 
Guatemala." 
All told, Jewel and Claude spent about 
$ 85,000 on adopting Eden and Jordan, including 
the tough questions up front. "Ask about all the 
things that could possibly go wrong," she says. 
"What you think is , 'Those things are not 
going to happen to me,' and then you let the 
adoption agency off the hook. I would just 
suggest everyone should really question their 
adoption agency, just to be able to be more 
prepared. 
"Even though it was the most horrible 
experience to go through,'' she says, "we got 
Eden home, and I wouldn't trade that for 
anything." IFI 
Above: Claude and Eden with her foster family, the 
siblings, from left, Noah, Jordan, Eden and Malachi; 
Eden celebrates Christmas 2008. All photos courtesy 
Jewel McRoberts except as noted. 
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�utumn' Redux 
With the help of the artist's family, a historic painting is restored and returned to the James B. Duke Library. 
II is doubtful that Furman alumni from 
the late 1950s through the late 1980s 
were aware of R ichard Andrew's presence 
on campus - or even his influence on their 
academic pursuits. 
While they may not have known Andrew's 
name, though, many are likely to remember his 
contribution to university l ife. 
For years Andrew's painting "Autumn" 
presided majestically over the Sidney Ernest 
Bradshaw Wing of the James B. Duke Library. 
The glassed-in section of the library, which looks 
out toward Paris Mountain, was where intense 
scholars went to focus on their work - and 
where their sleepy comrades found a peaceful 
place and comfortable couch or chair on which 
to enjoy a leisurely snooze. 
With its serene, pastoral depiction of young 
people at the close of day, "Autumn" was a perfect 
fit for the Bradshaw Wing. 
But in the late 1980s, "Autumn" was damaged 
and, in need of repair, removed from its perch. 
The university at first planned to handle the 
restoration in-house, but closer inspection of the 
painting revealed that it required more profes­
sional expertise - and expense. And so it was 
placed in storage to await action. 
There it remained until 2005, when a stu­
dent researching the papers of John L. Plyler, 
former Furman president, found information 
about the painting that helped the university 
determine what its options might be. 
Today the restored "Autumn" once again 
hangs in the library, quietly inspiring new gener­
ations of students. It was dedicated November 1 5  
during a ceremony attended by many of the artist's 
relatives and descendants. 
Born in Northern Ireland in 1869 and raised 
in Boston, R ichard Andrew was an artist of con­
siderable renown during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. Having studied at the Academie 
Julian and L'Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, he 
served as head of graphic arts at the Massachu­
setts Normal School of Art, and exhibited his 
work nationally and internationally. 
"Autumn" hung for many years in the stair­
way of the Boston City Club. When the club was 
disbanded, the painting was returned to the artist 
and, upon his death in 1956, became the property 
of his estate. 
Not long thereafter, Furman joined the 
"Autumn" story. Gen. Robert Dean, primary 
architect of the current campus, was related to 
Andrew by marriage and helped arrange for the 
artist's widow, Lucy Pew Andrew, and brother, 
Nathaniel, to donate the painting to the 
university. 
In a letter to President Plyler dated May 13 ,  
1959, Dean wrote that Andrew's "most monumen­
tal compositions are those depicting exploits of 
Massachusetts troops in the Civil War, Spanish­
American War and World War I. These are on 
the walls of the great stairhall which l ies behind 
the Hal l  of F lags in the State House in Boston." 
"Autumn," with its bucolic feel and natural 
setting, shows a different side of the artist. An 
October 1913 commentary from the Gloucester 
Daily Tribune describes the painting as a "most 
certifiable achievement of decorative art" and 
adds that, "with its display of humble but artis­
tically d ignified fruits of the season, [it] strikes 
one as a work worthy of comparison with many 
decorations which have stood the test of time." 
When, in 2005, Myra Dennis '09 
discovered the mention of "Autumn" in Plyler's 
papers, she reported the information to Melissa 
May Bateman '02, then the university's collec­
tions manager. With the blessing of Furman's 
Decorative and F ine Arts Committee (DFAC), 
Bateman began to investigate the paint ing and 
the artist's background.  
Noting that the return address on the back 
of the painting was Massachusetts Normal School 
of Art (now Massachusetts College of Art), she 
contacted the institution. The school, in turn, 
got in touch with Andrew Dean, son of the now 
deceased General Dean. Andrew Dean called 
Bateman and confirmed the painting's origins. 
Meanwhile, the DFAC had requested an 
appraisal and conservation report and begun 
discussing its options for the d isposition of the 
painting. Because the cost for restoration and 
reframing the large work was prohibitive, the 
committee decided its best recourse was to remove 
"Autumn" from the university's collection 
and donate it back to the family, or sell it. But 
Andrew Dean asked the DFAC to delay those 
plans while he attempted to find donors to restore 
the painting - and allow it to remain at Furman. 
Around this time the Mullet family, descen­
dants of R ichard Andrew, entered the picture. 
Marian Mullet, great-niece of the artist, had been 
working with her daughter Martha Winsor and 
niece Deborah Batt on a book called Hall of 
Valor: Richard Andrew, Artist. 
When they learned where "Autumn" resided, 
relatives of the artist traveled to Furman to see 
it - and immediately began working to raise the 
money for the painting's restoration. Their efforts 
were soon rewarded, and with funding in hand, 
the university commissioned Craig Crawford 
of Columbia, S.C., to execute the repairs. 
Although the library's redesign in 2004 
changed the configuration of the Bradshaw 
Wing, the beautifully restored "Autumn" has 
found a new home on the opposite side of the 
building. Today it hangs in the Charlie Peace 
Wing, where it once again overlooks a quiet study 
nook. And for at least one current student ­
Hillary Mullet ' 1 1  of Roanoke, Va., grand­
daughter of Marian - it serves as a reminder 
of her family's ongoing connection to Furman. 
"Autumn" has come full circle thanks to the 
work and support of the Furman library staff, the 
DFAC, and the family of R ichard Andrew. As 
Janis Bandel in, d irector of the l ibrary, said at the 
dedication ceremony, ''The return of this painting 
is meaningful not only to the family and friends 
and to the alumni who fondly remember it, but 
to students, staff and faculty members who will 
view, contemplate and enjoy this work now and 
into the future." IFI 
Compiled by ]im Stewart from contributions 
by Janis Bandelin, Melissa May Bateman, 
]ames Mullet and Liz McSherry '07. 
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Kings' p lanned g ift represents 
an investment in the future 
Peter King '00 is a founding partner with 
Hauswiesner King, a McLean, Va., law firm 
where he practices estate and tax law. After he 
and his wife, Shana, decided to include Furman 
in their estate plans,  he provided this explana­
tion of why Furman matters to them: 
"When we sat down to work on our estate 
plans, we identified the individuals and institu­
tions that were most important to us because we 
knew this would be one of the most important 
investments of our lives. 
"I decided to include Furman in my estate 
plan because I have always been thankful for my 
experiences there. At Furman I was given a John 
J. Smith grant each year, which allowed college 
to be affordable. A planned gift was my way 
of helping others enjoy the same opportunities 
I had been given," he says. 
"Many times I have reached out to other 
graduates in the Washington, D.C., area. I have 
enjoyed getting to know my fellow alumni, and 
the Furman network has been very valuable to me. 
"In my opinion, a planned gift is really 
an investment in the future. When I thought 
of where my money would be best invested, 
I focused on the Furman Mock Trial team. 
"I have attended many educational insti­
tutions, but the most impressive group of indi­
viduals that I have worked with were on the 
Furman Mock Trial team. Professor Glen Halva­
Neubauer, the program's d irector, is one of the 
most dedicated individuals I have ever met. 
I knew that under his leadership the gift would 
be a great investment in the future." 
To learn more about planned giving opportunities, 
visit http://furman.planyourlegacy.org. 
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Furman parents' su pport makes a d ifference 
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Pa rents of Furman students are playing a major role i n  the $400 million "Because Furman 
Matters" comprehensive campaign. The Parents Campaign Committee, chaired by Ellen 
and John Yates of Atlanta (parents of Paul Yates ' 10), has worked to raise in excess of 
$ 18 .5  million, with a goal for the campaign of $25  million. Parent support has made 
a s ignificant difference in the success of such projects as the Charles H .  Townes Center 
for Science. In addition, much of the growth in Furman's gift societies can be attributed 
to the support of parents .  
C l iffs Cottage porch na med for Joyners 
Furman trustee C. Dan Joyner '59 and his wife, 
Kat Poole Joyner '60, are rarely at a loss for words. 
But they found themselves speechless at a recent 
surprise party where they learned of gifts made 
in their honor by more than 60 friends, class­
mates and family members. 
The gifts, along with a generous donation 
from the Joyners, provided the C. Dan and 
Katherine Poole Joyner Porch at Cliffs Cottage, 
Furman's Southern Living Showcase Home. 
The Cliffs Cottage opened last summer and 
is a model of environmentally responsible design, 
building techniques and materials, and energy­
saving systems. It has attracted thousands of 
visitors interested in learning more about green 
design and construction. 
The house will be open to the public until 
June 14, after which it will become the Center 
for Sustainability at Furman. 
For information on naming opportunities 
at the Cliffs Cottage, contact Gary Hassen 
at gary.hassen@furman.edu or (864) 294-369 1 .  
Alum's capita l idea provides seed money for new Furman progra m  
When M ichele Camp graduated from 
Furman in 2006 with a degree in business 
administration, she knew she wanted to 
pursue a job in the investment field in her 
home state of Texas. 
Acting on a tip from a Furman friend, 
she called Bridgeway Capital Management in 
Houston - and was quickly impressed by the 
company's commitment to donating half its 
profits to charity through its corporate 
foundat ion. As its mission statement says, 
"Bridgeway Corporate Foundation is a catalyst 
for hope and reconciliation throughout the 
world, working towards the prevention of 
oppression, genocide, and human rights 
violations." 
"This is the kind of company I would 
like to work for," Camp thought . Once she 
landed an interview, she was even more 
impressed by the q uality of the people at 
Bridgeway and their interest in giving back 
to their community. Bridgeway was equally 
impressed with Camp and hired her as an 
equity trader. 
When she arrived, she learned that all 
partners at Bridgeway serve on committees that help determine how 
foundation funds are to be d istributed. Her committee's focus: higher 
education. 
Camp took special interest in a program that Bridgeway had helped 
fund at Washington & Lee University. According to the school's Web 
site, the Shepherd Program "endeavors to inform students about poverty 
and what can be done to foster human capabilities for communities and 
individuals who have been left behind in domestic and international 
development." 
The W&L program gave Camp an idea: Why not something similar 
at Furman? She contacted Thomas Kazee, Furman's provost and executive 
vice president , to tell him about Bridgeway's philanthropic mindset-
and her idea. 
Kazee forwarded her note to religion professor John Shelley and 
to psychology professor Elaine Nocks, director of Furman's Lilly Center 
for Theological Exploration of Vocation. 
Both had expressed a desire to establish 
an academic concentration in poverty 
studies. Camp's inquiry helped bring 
the idea to fruition. 
In October of 2007, Camp visited 
Furman with Dick Cancelmo, a Bridgeway 
colleague, and Harlan Beckley, director 
of the Shepherd Program at Washington 
& Lee. Says Shelley, "Their interest, advice 
and excitement were crucial in nudging us 
forward." 
The result: Furman is the beneficiary 
of a $ 150,000 grant from the Bridgeway 
Corporate Foundation. The grant provides 
seed money to establish the concentrat ion, 
support faculty development and fund 10 
summer internships in the field. The 
introductory poverty course is being taught 
for the first t ime this spring by Shelley and 
philosophy professor David Gandolfo. 
The concentration will build on current 
courses and programs to help Furman expand 
its commitment to social justice and civic 
responsibility. In addition to the introductory 
course, students will complete an internship addressing a specific area 
of poverty and take at least five other courses from a range of offerings 
by the departments of economics, education, history, languages, philosophy, 
polit ical science, religion and sociology. 
Says Camp, "I hope the Furman program will truly raise awareness 
of community poverty. Students should have the opportunity to realize 
that a little bit can go a long way. 
"Furman students graduate and become successful and even powerful 
citizens in their respective communities. I want them to know that they 
can use their individual passions to give back. Take it from an equity 
trader. You don't have to be a social worker to make a d ifference." 
To learn more, visit www.bridgewayfunds.com. 
- CLINT HILL 
The author, a 2003 graduate, is a development officer at Furman. 
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B ibb's students learn to express - and exa m i ne - the i r  v iews 
What p rofessor doesn't dream of students 
queuing up at the office door to engage in further 
d iscussion following a rousing classroom debate? 
This scene is often a reality for religion 
professor Bryan Bibb, a recipient of the Alester 
G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Award 
for Meritorious Teaching for 2007-08. Besides 
infusing the classroom with "infectious enthu­
s iasm," as one student has described his style, 
Bibb creates an atmosphere of openness in which 
students feel free to express ideas and opinions. 
Bibb's specialties include Old Testament 
theology, the Hebrew Bible and ancient Israelite 
religion. A 1994 Furman graduate with advanced 
degrees from Princeton Theological Seminary 
(Master of Divinity and Ph.D.), he says he has 
three primary goals for students who enroll in 
his classes. 
Because students come in with wide-ranging 
perspectives on the Bible, Bibb first wants them 
to know what the Bible says; second, to under­
stand why they interpret it the way they do (what 
circumstances, relationships and life experiences 
shape their thinking); and third, to examine why 
the Bible has been such an important cultural 
influence in the West. 
While goals one and three appear innocuous 
enough, it's the second goal that shakes things 
up in the classroom, according to Bibb. "I want 
them to understand why they believe what they 
do. That's going to help them be more open and 
honest in engaging people who are d ifferent from 
them," he says. 
"Sometimes they might feel upset or con­
fused by the process, so I try to be very positive, 
very encouraging, non-threatening . . .  [I try] 
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to meet them where they are and help them 
understand the Bible better. That's what I want 
to help them do rather than impose my own kind 
of agenda on them." 
Sean O'Rourke, chair of the communication 
studies department, witnessed Bibb's gracious 
style when the two taught together in the 
interd isciplinary humanities series. 
"The faculty often faces chal lenging and 
even contentious students when we read religious 
texts," says O'Rourke. Bibb, however, "seizes 
potential conflicts as teaching opportunities, 
engaging students in productive and constructive 
dialogue. In the end, even when students end 
up d isagreeing with him, they rarely feel slighted 
or slammed, and never in my experience do they 
come away feeling that their beliefs and values 
are not respected." 
Departing from a stale, lecture-heavy style, 
Bibb prefers to open classes with a brief lecture 
before posing questions in what he calls a 
Socratic approach. "I'll ask, ' If this is true, then 
what about this?' Then I'll have students work 
through the implications of the text we're read­
ing or issue we're d iscussing," he says. 
Bibb says he is most pleased when he can 
encourage students to talk to each other in class, 
rather than having only professor-to-student 
exchanges. "I try to structure the class in a way 
that gives them the freedom and permission 
to do that." 
A self-proclaimed sci-fi buff and "techie," 
Bibb also enjoys injecting popular music and 
video clips into the learning process . O'Rourke 
recalls rave reviews from students about "The 
Theology of U2," a talk Bibb prepared for 
a fellowship group on campus. " [The presen­
tation] is a good example of how Dr. Bibb 
goes well beyond the call to help students make 
connections between terribly complex subjects 
- especially theology - and matters of every­
day student interest." 
O'Rourke goes on to say, "Dr. Bibb's love 
of learning and quest for knowledge are con­
tagious. Students leave his classroom with 
a newfound appreciation for liberal education 
- and for life." 
- TINA TARKINGTON U N DERWOOD 
Unconvent ional  approach serves Dr ipps wel l  
Weston Dripps has never been one to follow 
the conventional route. 
His nonconformist side manifested itself 
at an early age. While other neighborhood kids 
sold lemonade, young Weston sold rocks he dug 
up in his backyard. 
And after teaching at Furman for only three 
years, Dripps did yet another unconventional 
thing - at least, for such a junior faculty member. 
He earned the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie 
Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching 
for 2007-08. 
No doubt his refusal to conform to tradi­
tional teaching methods helped pave the way 
to the honor. One example: H is "Earth Science 
and the Silver Screen" course, in which he 
d isguises an introductory class in earth sciences 
as an exercise in film criticism. 
In the course, students d issect films with 
environmental themes, such as "Armageddon," 
"The Day After Tomorrow" and "The Core." 
Under Dripps' careful direction, they sort out 
the geological and environmental truths, partial 
truths and flat-out fictions portrayed on the big 
screen - all the while developing an under­
standing of the films' underlying scientific 
concepts. 
This approach to the course fits perfectly 
with Dripps' teaching philosophy. Instead of 
taking a content-heavy, text-oriented tack, he 
believes he connects with more students when 
he veers off the beaten lecture path. 
"I focus on trying to make students grasp the 
relevance of earth science and environmental 
science to everyday life," he says. "I try to get 
them to develop their natural, genuine curiosity, 
to understand how the world works from an earth 
systems standpoint. 
"What I hope to instill in them is that 
there's so much more to earth science than just 
rocks. I try to help them realize that whether 
they go on to major in English or Spanish, they're 
going to be in positions where they'll have to 
make decis ions that are tied to the environment 
and to the Earth." 
Dripps realizes that students frequently 
enroll in earth and environmental sciences classes 
with little to no advance interest in the subject, 
and that many just see the courses as the fulfill­
ment of a graduation requirement. Such thoughts 
are totally foreign to him - when he entered 
Amherst College as an undergraduate, he was 
so enamored with fossils, rocks and all things 
earthy that he never thought of studying 
anything else. 
Yet he accepts these student attitudes as 
a challenge to make environmental science 
interesting and pertinent to their lives. He reels 
them in with his creat ivity, passionate teaching 
style, high energy and deep concern for their 
welfare, both in and out of the classroom. 
H is efforts have drawn the attention of 
faculty colleagues as well as students (waiting 
lists for Dripps' courses are not uncommon). 
When A. Scott Henderson, associate professor 
of education, heard through the grapevine about 
Dripps' classroom acumen, he decided to drop 
by his colleague's introductory EES course and 
see what the fuss was about . 
Henderson says he was immediately im­
pressed by Dripps' scholarly and intellectual 
prowess . "I think that Wes' greatest asset is 
his ability to translate content knowledge into 
explanations and illustrations that are under­
standable to non-experts - and even to those 
who are not scientists. 
"Needless to say, without the ability to 
communicate with individuals outside one's 
field, the degree to which a certain amount of 
knowledge has been mastered is fairly irrelevant 
- unless you enjoy having conversations with 
yourself or the other three or four people on the 
planet who can understand what you are saying," 
Henderson says. 
- TINA TARKINGTON U N DERWOOD 
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Thom pson d raws on persona l  experience i n  advis i ng students 
"There's no reason for you to go to college 
and waste your parents' money." 
Those words from Laura Thompson's high 
school guidance counselor - and the counselor's 
refusal to sign off on Thompson's college appli­
cations - left her crushed and convinced college 
was not to be. 
Mildly dyslexic and tormented by a reading 
learning disability, Thompson says she struggled 
in all of her high school courses except math and 
science. When she graduated, she says, she was 
reading on a middle-school level. 
An empathetic biology teacher bent the 
rules a bit and signed the documents the coun­
selor had scorned, and Thompson was eventually 
accepted into Madison College, now James 
Madison University. 
Still, with the counselor's words seared into 
her mind, she failed her first college botany exam, 
her nerves and debilitating lack of confidence 
getting the best of her. 
Thompson knew she was at a crossroads. 
She could let the naysayers (including herself) 
get the best of her, or she could stay the course. 
After a soul-searching weekend, Thompson 
decided to remain in school. 
The result: She graduated summa cum laude 
and went on to earn a Ph.D. in plant physiology 
from Virginia Tech. She has been a member of 
the Furman biology faculty since 1987, and in 
2007-08 she received the Alester G. Furman, Jr., 
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious 
Advising. 
Thompson, who served as Furman's health 
careers advisor from 2000 until last spring, draws 
from her experiences when working with students. 
"When they come into my office, I don't care 
what it says on their transcripts, I don't care what 
their SATs or ACTs are, I don't care if a student 
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walks into my office with a GPA below 2.0 as 
a senior," she says. "At some point in their l ives, 
the light will come on and they'll realize what 
they should be doing and where they need 
to be going. 
"We as advisors need to support and help 
that student until the light goes on, because 
when it does, that person will be successful. 
And if I can get through college with my learn­
ing d isability, any student who walks through 
the gate at Furman can graduate and be suc­
cessful. So I never pre-judge a student by 
what's on paper." 
As health fields advisor, Thompson dedi­
cated herself to learning all she could about 
professional schools, entrance requirements, 
test prep programs and more. At other schools, 
Thompson says, students tend to be on their 
own when applying to health careers programs. 
"It's a real maze getting through all the 
health careers stuff. You really can't go to one 
place and find all the answers," she says. But 
the best place to start might well be the Web 
page Thompson developed for Furman students: 
www.furman.edu/depts/premed. 
Thompson invested countless hours in the 
lives of upwards of 200 health careers students, 
preparing cover letters, application packets and 
letters of recommendation for scores of profes­
sional schools. Sandra Larson, a former depart­
mental colleague, says of Thompson, "When 
these duties were added to her 'regular' advising 
duties, plus teaching responsibilities, Laura had 
usually completed 40 hours of work by sometime 
on Wednesday, depending on the number 
of after-hours meetings." 
The payoff for Thompson has been seeing 
students' goals come to fruition. "When you 
work really hard with these students for four 
years and they come into your office and say, 
'I got in! I got in! ' - it's a personal success 
for them, but it's also a personal success for 
me because I know that the student is realizing 
a dream." 
- TINA TARKINGTON U N D E RWOOD 
The author is a free-lance writer in Greenville .  
Service Corps completes C a rgo of D reams project 
Throug hout fa l l  semester, a 40-foot-by-8-foot cargo container sat on E-Field 
outside Blackwell Hall. 
It wasn't there to hold equipment or serve as storage for a campus construction 
project. It was being renovated - to become a future classroom for children in 
South Africa. 
Heller Service Corps enlisted the help of students and other groups to convert 
the container as part of the "Cargo of Dreams" project. Before being shipped to a rural 
area outside Cape Town in late December, the 320-square-foot container was parti­
tioned into a small bathroom, kitchen and classroom, complete with plumbing, wiring 
and insulation. 
Cargo of Dreams is a California-based non-profit that transforms shipping 
containers into schools, clinics or other facilities for use in impoverished areas 
of the world. Furman is the first university to join the cause. 
More than 50 students took part in the project. 
Visit www.cargoofdreams.org to learn more. 
Depa rtments of C lassics, 
C hem istry earn awa rds 
Furman was well represented at the 2008 
InnoVision Technology Awards November 19 
in Greenville, winning both the Innovation in 
Education Award and the Hall of Fame Award . 
Classics received the Hall of Fame Award, 
which is given for an extraordinary accomplish­
ment in innovation and the development or 
application of technology in any category. The 
award recognized the work of classics professor 
Christopher Blackwell, who helped make three 
ancient manuscripts of Homer's Iliad available 
digitally for students and scholars to study 
on-line. The manuscripts, which date from 
A.D. 950, are so highly restricted that fewer 
than 20 scholars have been able to study them 
over the past 1 50 years. 
Furman magaz ine published an article 
on Blackwell's work in this area, "The Venetus 
A Project," in its Fall 2007 issue. 
The chemistry department received the 
Innovation in Education Award for developing 
a high quality e-textbook for a bio-organic 
chemistry course in which no textbook existed. 
Using a free wiki engine, a piece of server 
software that allows users to create and edit 
content, professors Brian Goess and Greg 
Springsteen created a platform through which 
students could write, referee and modify an 
e-textbook with as little faculty input as possible. 
More than 100 students collaborated to 
complete the e-textbook. 
The InnoVision Technology Awards, founded 
in 1999 by Deloitte LLP, recognize and honor 
area businesses, ind ividuals and organizations 
that have demonstrated significant advancements 
in the areas of innovation and technological 
progress. 
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Howerton 's 'o ld  school '  style  de l ivered lessons beyond the classroom 
I th i n k  it  might have been the first time I'd 
ever seen a person throw on the wheel. Glen 
Howerton made it look so effortless. 
Whether he intended the centering of 
a lump of clay to be a lesson about centering 
one's life or not, that was indeed the lesson he 
delivered. He was a strong, silent, private type 
of man, definitely "old school." He didn't say 
much, but when he d id, he commanded your 
respect and attention. H is face spoke volumes. 
Glen Eugene Howerton, professor of art 
at Furman from 1967 to 1988, d ied October 1 3  
a t  the age of 84. He was a native of Galena, 
Kan., who, after d istinguished service in World 
War II, returned to the States and earned a 
bachelor's degree from Pittsburg State University 
and a master's from Fort Hays State. He later 
studied at the University of Iowa and the 
University of Georgia. 
Before coming to Furman he taught art in 
the Kansas public schools and was a member of 
the faculties at Southern Illinois University and 
the State University of New York at Geneseo. 
Howerton taught a range of courses, from 
ceramics and sculpture to watercolor and three­
dimensional design. He also exhibited widely, 
both in the United States and abroad. H is work 
was shown at the Concorso Internazionale Della 
Cermica in Faenza, Italy, the National Water­
color Show in Peoria, Ill., and the Ceramic 
National Exhibit in Syracuse, N.Y. 
Tom F lowers, his longtime departmental 
colleague, has said, "Glen affected a large number 
of students in his career at Furman, many of whom 
work and teach all over the country." I am one 
of those students. 
My father had d ied when I was a teen-ager, 
and Glen d idn't know that I looked to him as 
my mentor and role model. But out of all my 
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professors at Furman, he was The Man. I finally 
wrote to him a few years back to express what 
he meant to me and to so many other art majors. 
Glen was the first adult at F urman to tell 
me that I was good at anything and that, in fact, 
I did belong there - despite my inability to avoid 
academic probation. Every time I faced a major 
decision, he encouraged me to take risks. He 
was the first person to tell me that making 
a mistake was OK, because you learned from 
making mistakes. 
Looking back at my undergraduate years, 
the things I'm most proud of as an artist-
and the things that have shaped me as a teacher 
- came from Glen. He was an advocate of 
experimentation, hard work, individuality and 
humility, and he encouraged us not to be afraid 
to be ourselves. He always looked for the good, 
and he always seemed to understand his students. 
Glen was especially supportive when he 
observed me during my student teaching, and he 
was my friend and advisor when I worked on my 
master's degree. I paint watercolors today exactly 
the way Glen encouraged me to, and I strive 
to teach my students at Greenville's R iverside 
H igh School with the same gentleness and 
gleam in the eye that he had. 
It was while pursuing my master's that 
I got a glimpse of Glen's life beyond Furman. 
He talked about his children, Dev and Curtis, 
with great pride, and he and Hilda, his wife, 
were obviously best friends. H ilda was charming, 
always asking when my next visit would be, 
and I never left their home without a bag full 
of vegetables from their garden. 
It took me awhile to realize that Glen 
loved a good laugh and, in fact, that he was 
a bit of a rascal. He would grin and chuckle 
when he said something clever. And it wasn't 
until an article came out in The Greenville News 
a few years ago that I found out he was a war 
hero and had survived D-Day on Omaha Beach. 
Glen Howerton was a quiet man, but to 
those of us that knew him, his passing was like 
the crash of a giant oak. 
- PAT GRillS '72 
Memorials: Glen Howerton Art Scholarship Fund, 
Furman University, Greenville, S.C. 29613 .  
Kerstetter had true passion for a rt of teach i ng 
" Wel l ,  Boy Howdy! "  That's how Rex Eugene 
Kerstetter might start this reminiscence, remind­
ing us of his deep roots in Kansas. And those 
words came to my mind when I heard of his 
sudden death on September 19. 
When I came to Greenville in 1971,  Rex 
was only recently arrived from Ph.D. work at 
F lorida State, but he had already established 
a beautiful yard around his home. We pur­
chased a freshly built house on the same block, 
and it badly needed plantings. Rex became my 
on-call horticulturalist, provid ing advice and 
many plants and cuttings; he was applying his 
childhood farming experience along with his 
formal training as a plant physiologist. Although 
his research was primarily at the cellular and 
sub-cellular levels, he never lost his love of the 
soil. ("Not dirt!" he would exclaim.) 
He was a professional botanist at every 
level. He explored invisibly small molecules 
within plants, was a master at persuading plant 
tissues to grow in artificial cultures, and taught 
generations of students about the ecological 
interactions of entire plant communities. His 
work with plant enzymes found its way into 
important publications and earned him the 
opportunity to make scholarly presentations 
on four continents. 
Rex promoted the concept of engaged learn­
ing long before the term had become a Furman 
watchword. He understood that the best teach­
ing occurs when a teacher demonstrates the 
research enterprise and then lets the student 
take over. Way back in 1970 a student was 
a co-author with Rex of a paper published in 
a respected scientific journal. Nearly every 
ensuing year - until Rex retired in 2000 -
at least one student (and often more) working 
in Rex's lab produced a similar publication 
or presentation. 
Rex truly had a passion for teaching. And 
he knew that he was profoundly influencing the 
future by guiding budding health professionals, 
research scientists and those who would in turn 
teach others. 
He was deeply engaged on many levels in 
advancing the education enterprise. He helped 
start Greenville County's gifted and talented 
program, was on the board of d irectors of Roper 
Mountain Science Center, was a grader of 
Advanced Placement biology tests, and was 
active in organiz ing workshops for Advanced 
Placement teachers. 
But his interests and expertise went far 
beyond biological topics. Consider this story: 
One of his younger departmental colleagues 
would sometimes visit his office with a question 
about biology, or perhaps where to find some 
lab item. Now, Rex almost always had his radio 
tuned to the local classical music station. His 
colleague wouldn't be allowed to ask her question 
until she told him the name of the piece that 
was playing. If she didn't provide the right 
answer, a mini-lecture would follow, with Rex 
describing the composer and style of the music. 
Then, finally, she could ask her question. 
Rex was a scholar and teacher of many things. 
He was also a caring, sensitive, compassion­
ate gentleman. As just one example, a colleague 
describes how Rex was the first person able to 
help her begin grieving upon the death of a loved 
one, simply by giving her a shoulder to cry on. 
Although recently plagued by ill health, 
Rex was able to visit the newly completed 
Charles H. Townes Center for Science just days 
before his death. We only wish he had survived 
to celebrate the formal dedication of the center 
October 31 .  
Rex Kerstetter belonged at such an event 
because of the role he played in advancing 
the biology department and the university from 
1967 to 2000. His work endures in the minds 
and careers of hundreds of Furman graduates. 
- JOHN SNYDER 
Professor of Biology 
Memorials: Rex Kerstetter Memorial Fund, 
Furman University, Greenville, S .C.  29613 .  
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M iss Fra n ks stood ta l l  for r igor a n d  h i g h  standards 
Furman's 1 937 Bonhomie highlighted the 
"perfect neatness" and charm of Sadie Franks, 
then a college senior. "[Though she] never . . .  
pores over her books," her biography read, "she 
has achieved commendable success," including 
having always been on the dean's list. 
Following graduation, she taught English 
in France and fell in love with the country whose 
language and culture were to define her career. 
After a stint as an FBI translator during World 
War II, she taught briefly, then accepted employ­
ment with Furman's Alumni Association in the 
early 1950s. 
She eventually went on to complete her 
master's degree at Columbia University and 
launch a teaching career that took her to Mars 
Hill, Lander and Limestone colleges before she 
returned to Furman, where she remained on the 
faculty from 1962 until her retirement in 1983. 
She used the summers to pursue additional 
studies in Pau, France, and at Middlebury College's 
graduate French School, and she served as 
a study abroad director for Furman's Fall Term 
in Versailles. 
When she died December 2 in Laurens, S.C., 
just three days before her 93rd birthday, Furman 
indeed lost a woman of perfect neatness, intel­
ligence, charm and humor. As her obituary in 
The Greenville News stated, "She was the classic 
example of the 'Southern Lady.' " 
My relationship with Sadie Franks had three 
distinct phases. I was her student at Furman in 
the 1960s, and later her colleague on the faculty. 
Then, in recent years, until her memory began 
to wane, I stayed in touch with her and her activ­
ities at the Martha Franks Baptist Retirement 
Center. 
Yet even when we had adjacent offices in the 
Department of Classical and Modern Languages 
(now Modern Languages and Literatures), I was 
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never able to call her "Sadie." She remained 
"Miss Franks" to me. 
Most of her career predated the modern 
era of grade inflation, and even when institu­
tional grades rose, hers did not. Students 
inevitably knew where they stood in her courses, 
and with her inimitable smile she minced no 
words in reminding them, in her soft-spoken 
yet firm way, that rigor was the minimal requisite 
for success. I still recall one section of a chal­
lenging Intermediate French test, when she read 
declarative statements aloud and instructed us 
to rewrite them as negative interrogatives, while 
simultaneously changing direct objects to direct­
object pronouns. 
Students who never had a class with Miss 
Franks could readily identify her as "the little 
professor who always wears blue." She occasion­
ally accented her blue wardrobe with a red scarf 
or wore a blue-and-white-striped blouse, but blue 
was undisputedly her signature color, and what­
ever she wore made her blue eyes appear all the 
more intense. Even at the memorial service 
following President Kennedy's assassination, 
students observed that Sadie wore a dark blue 
suit - more subdued in color than normal, 
yet blue nonetheless. 
Sadie Franks saw herself as a champion 
for women's rights, particularly with respect 
to addressing what she considered institutional 
discrepancies in benefits for male and female 
professors. In 1974 she unhesitatingly asserted 
those views in a special issue of the Furman 
Magazine, where she somewhat surprisingly laid 
much of the blame on women themselves for 
their lack of assertiveness in addressing perceived 
inequities. 
Since her death I have spoken with a number 
of her former colleagues and students, all of 
whom remember vividly their time with her 
as a colleague, friend or mentor. In addition 
to her intelligence, wit and high yet attainable 
standards, they especially recall her strong 
Southern accent, her devotion to her family, 
and her love for her hometown of Laurens. 
And those sprightly blue eyes. 
- CHARLES MAURICE C H ERRY '65 
Professor of Modern Languages/Literatures 
Memorials: Capital Campaign, First Baptist 
Church, 300 W. Main St., Laurens, S .C. 29360; 
Alzheimer's Association, 4124 Clemson Blvd., 
Anderson, S .C.  29621 ; or Martha Franks Baptist 
Retirement Center, 1 Martha Franks Drive, 
Laurens, S.C. 29360. 
'"' everyday virtuoso 
Bookma rks: Featu ri n g  su mma ries of recent pub l i cat ions by a l u m n i  a n d  facu lty 
FROM ALUMNI 
Lily Chang '97, Aristotle on Happiness. 
A Comparison with Confucius (VDM Verlag 
Dr. M uel ler, 2008). The author holds 
a doctorate in  ph i losophy from the Un i ­
versity of  M issour i .  She says her book 
"explicates and defends Aristotle's concep­
tion of happiness. It is s ign ificant, not only 
because most of us desire happiness, but 
also, it plays a n  important role in  ethics. 
I expla in how contemplating, actin g  virtu­
ously, and engaging in  virtuous friendships 
are each ind ividual ly a part of the nature 
of happiness and how external goods ­
specifica l ly  wealth, power, health, good 
chi ldren, and beauty - are necessary for 
happiness." She compares the views of 
Aristotle and Confucius "on the impor­
tance of virtue ethics in l iv ing the good 
life." She lives in  Littleton, Colo. 
Sarah Watkins Satterfield '94, Music 
Appreciation: An Outline Guide and 
Introduction to the Humanities: An Outline 
Guide (both Kendall Hunt Publishing, 2008). 
Both books are intended as pedagogical 
aids for students, synthesizing material in 
texts frequently used in  music appreciation 
and introductory humanities courses. The 
author holds a P h . D. in  music h istory and 
literature from the Un iversity of Florida. 
She is an associate professor of music 
at Central Florida Commun ity College 
in  Ocala and also serves as personnel  
manager of the Central Florida Symphony. 
Robert Archer '92, The Journal of a Mad, 
Infuriated, Soon-To-Be-Clinically-Insane 
High School English Teacher ( i-proclaim 
books, 2008). The author says that "as 
a voice of the fed-up yet incorrig ib le 
teacher, [ I ] take a im at a l l  of the players 
in  the educational game - the students, 
their parents, fellow teachers, and school 
administrators. None escape this comical 
romp unscathed, for al l  are gu ilty of 
mucking up modern education . . . .  These 
stories, and those l i ke them being orally 
passed around in  teachers' lounges a l l  
across the country, s imply need to be told ."  
The author lives in  Spokane, Wash., and 
has taught h igh school Eng l ish for 12 years. 
Visit themisanthropesjourna l .  blogspot.com. 
Rob Rogers '92, Devil's Cape (Wizards 
of the Coast Discoveries, 2008). The 
publ isher describes this book, set in 
a fictional Louisiana town near New 
Orleans, as "an action-packed tale of 
believable superheroes" that is "remi­
n iscent of Alan Moore's Watchmen or 
N BC's mega-hit Heroes." Heropress.net 
named Devil's Cape its "Book of the 
Month" for September, and reviewer 
Nathan Braz i l  of sfsite.com says, "Devil's 
Cape is Rob Rogers' first novel, yet reads 
as if he's been writing for years . . . .  [ It is] 
an enterta in ing,  effortlessly captivating 
read, dr ipping with what Alannah Myles 
once cal led a slow Southern style." Rogers 
lives in  Richardson, Texas, and studied 
creative writing in  Boston at Emerson 
College. Visit robcrogers . blogspot.com. 
Patrick Morley and David Delk '88, 
The Marriage Prayer: A Prescription to 
Change the Direction of Your Marriage 
(Moody Publishers, 2008). The publ isher 
says, " M arriage is the most s ign ificant 
human relationship we ever experience. 
Yet many people do not think about how 
a great marriage happens, and why. 
Morley and Delk come together to help 
you invest in  the most important person 
in your life, before it's too late." Morley 
is chair and CEO of Man in  the M irror, 
a men's m i n istry organization . Delk, 
a mathematics major at Furman, is the 
organization's president. He lives i n  
Orlando, Fla. Visit www.maninthemirror.org. 
Robyn Hood Black '84, Wolves (lntervisual 
Books, 2008). Ed Bangs, Gray Wolf 
Recovery Coordinator for the U . S .  Fish and 
Wi ld l ife Service, says this ch i ldren's book 
"is a thoughtful introduction into every 
facet of the fascinating world of the wild 
brother of man's best friend." I l l ustrated 
by Col in  Howard, the book features inter­
active elements, including a pop-up wolf, 
and discusses the ancestral l inks between 
wolves and dogs. This is Black's second 
chi ldren's book. Her poetry has been 
accepted for publ ication by Spider 
and Hopscotch for Girls, and her fiction 
has been purchased by Highlights. 
Visit www.robynhoodblack.com. 
Bi l l  George, Andrew Mclean, Nick Craig '82, 
Finding Your True North· A Personal Guide 
(Wi ley, John & Sons, Inc., 2008). The 
publ isher says that this book, based on 
George's best-se l l ing True North, "offers 
leaders a comprehensive method for 
identifying their u n ique 'True North. '  
[It] offers methods for personal reflection 
and includes targeted exercises that help 
leaders hone in  on the purpose of their 
leadership and developing their authentic 
leadership sk i l l s . "  Craig, a Boston resident, 
works with Fortune 500 corporate leader­
sh ip programs and with the D istributed 
Leadersh ip Model at M IT's Sloan School .  
George is an author and professor 
of management practice at Harvard 
Business School, and Mclean has 
worked as a research d i rector for George. 
FROM FACULTY 
Diane E. Boyd and Marta Kvande, editors, 
Everyday Revolutions: Eighteenth-Century 
Women Transforming Public and Private 
(Un iversity of Delaware Press, 2008). 
The publ isher says the essays in  this book 
examine "the ways in  which 1 8th-century 
women defied the restrictions their culture 
sought to enforce. These essays dem-
onstrate how women of the period were 
not circumscribed to precious revolutionary 
moments but instead participated i n  a web 
of acts, rang ing in scale from work, to 
politics, to art." Boyd is an instructional 
development coordinator and interim 
d i rector of Furman's Center for Teaching 
and Engaged Learn ing .  Kvande teaches 
Eng l ish at Valdosta State U n iversity in 
Georg ia .  
Robert Chesebro and Tad Kerstetter '85,  
The Everyday Virtuoso: Virtuoso-level 
Technique for Every Clarinetist (Wood­
wind iana, 2008). Teacher and pupi l  
combine in  this book to describe the 
practice methods that Chesebro, Charles 
Ezra Daniel Professor of M usic, has used 
for years in  developin g  young clarinetists. 
Kerstetter, a professor of clarinet at Kansas 
State Un iversity, says that Chesebro 
"bel ieves that all clarinetists with a good 
work ethic (an d  the wi l l ingness to spend 
some serious t ime with the metronome!) 
can develop outstanding techn ique ­
regardless of their social, economic or 
musical background . "  
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Tha n ks to Luke a n d  Sk ip, YouTu be ca n learn to p lay the game 
W h en i t  comes to football coaches, Luke 
Jesper and Skip White are about as "old 
school" as it gets. They wear T-shirts tucked 
into gym shorts, speak in thick Southern 
accents replete with double negatives, and 
have no use for coaches who want to over­
complicate the game with new-fangled ideas. 
"Football is a man's game," Luke says. 
"That's the first thing you got to know." 
But that's not all there is to know. If you 
look at Luke and Skip's instructional videos 
on You Tube (just google Luke and Skip), you'll 
find such old school lessons as how a quarter­
back should set up underneath center 
(ridiculously low to the ground in an effort 
to see more of the field) and the proper way 
to run (knees up to the chin and heels straight 
down into the ground, a motion that creates the 
illusion of great speed). There is even a primer 
on kicking, although Luke acknowledges that 
it's an "unfortunate" part of the game. 
Of course, if you look more closely at the 
videos, you'll realize that Luke and Skip aren't 
wizened old veterans but a couple of 20-
something Furman football players having 
a good time after practice. Chris Rogers, who 
graduated in December, plays Luke, while Patrick 
Sprague '07 is his sidekick, Skip. And what 
transpires is a funny parody of every Southern 
football coach who ever blew a whistle and 
preached a message of how simple the game is. 
"We were just trying to capture the essence 
of your basic, stereotypical, Southern high school 
football coach guru," Sprague says. 
Rogers and Sprague had been doing the Luke 
and Skip characters for a while to the delight of 
their teammates, so they were asked if they would 
videotape their performances and put them on 
You Tube to share them with family and friends. 
They got together with a few other Paladins for 
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Take it from Skip (Patrick Sprague, left) and Luke 
(Chris Rogers): Football ain't a gjlme for sissies. 
an hour after practice one day in 2007, and the 
Luke and Skip instructional series was born. 
The videos are unscripted and delightfully 
unprofessional, which give them much of their 
charm. With help from Jimmy Wayne Steve 
(Austin Holmes '07) and Earl "Crackback" 
Rogers (Andrew Thacker '08) on how to play 
defensive back, and a lesson from Clay Carroll III 
(Scott Shuford '08) on offensive line play, most 
every facet of the game is dutifully lampooned. 
Luke shows quarterbacks how to "high step" 
past blitzing defensive ends and elude the 
inevitable pass rush that comes when "a big fat 
offensive lineman don't know where his head's 
at and lets a D-tackle right through." Among 
Skip's contributions is a lesson on protecting 
the football, which, if done properly, allows the 
runner to deliver a right uppercut to the chin of 
a defensive player who would try to strip the ball. 
"You could hear Andrew Thacker laughing 
in the background the whole time we were shoot­
ing," says Rogers. "Whenever I watch the videos, 
that's what strikes me as most funny." 
The videos had lived a relatively quiet 
life on You Tube for a year, getting a couple 
of hundred viewings. Then, in October, 
the New York Times published a story about 
Florida quarterback Tim Tebow, the 2007 
Heisman Trophy winner. When Tebow was 
asked what he liked to do for fun, he said he 
and his teammates were big fans of the Luke 
and Skip series and that they were fond of 
quoting Luke and Skip at practices - as was 
the Gators' offensive coordinator, Dan Mullen. 
As Tebow told the Times, "He [Mullen] 
quotes it all the time." 
Things haven't been quite the same since 
the Times article. The main Luke and Skip 
video has surpassed 14,000 viewings on You Tube, 
and Rogers and Sprague met in Atlanta with 
Keith Arnold, a Los Angeles screenwriter and 
Sporting News blogger, during the weekend of the 
Southeastern Conference championship game to 
see if they were interested in doing something 
more "scripted" with the Luke and Skip series. 
Sprague is not sure if anything will come 
from that meeting, but he and Rogers have a few 
other ideas if they can find the time. Sprague, 
who finished his Furman career fifth all-time in 
receptions, now works in Birmingham, Ala., 
while Rogers, a running back and physics major, 
has taken a job with a Greenville company. 
"We're always talking about what we might 
do next with Luke and Skip," Sprague says. 
"We've talked about creating an instructional 
series on basketball, hunting, even marriage." 
In the meantime, they're still trying to figure 
out how a "silly" video they put on You Tube more 
than a year ago ended up in the New York Times. 
"It was pretty wild to learn that Tim Tebow 
liked the videos," Rogers says, "but now I know 
why he won the Heisman Trophy." 
- VINCE MOORE 
F i rst t ime's the charm for Fenster i n  Marine  Corps Marathon 
At 37 yea rs of a g e ,  Care Pichon Fenster '93 
has been running most of her life. 
She was an award-winning runner at Pope 
High School in Atlanta and, later, on Furman's 
cross country and track and field teams. She ran 
while doing graduate work at the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham, and she ran after becom­
ing a tenure-track member of the biology faculty 
at the College of Wooster in Ohio. 
She has run all kinds of distances through 
all kinds of injuries and in all kinds of weather, 
but until she entered the Marine Corps Mara­
thon in Washington, D.C., in October, she had 
never run more than 22 miles in succession. 
And even though it was Fenster's first marathon 
(26.2 miles) and she was one of 30,000 competi­
tors, she found herself at the 16-mile mark leading 
every other woman in the race. 
"Never having run a marathon, I didn't know 
what to expect," she says. "I wasn't even sure 
if I was pacing myself correctly." 
She started to hurt "pretty bad" at the 21-mile 
mark, she says. One mile later, her legs went 
numb - and she had no idea how she would 
traverse the next four miles. 
"I was running," Fenster says, "but I didn't 
know what my legs were doing." 
Somehow, though, she maintained her pace 
to the finish and won the race in a time of two 
hours, 48 minutes and 53 seconds. That's just 
a little less than two minutes shy of the qualify­
ing time for the Olympic Trials. 
Not bad for a first try at the most demanding 
of distances. 
"I never thought once about winning the 
race. There was no pressure. I just wanted to 
have fun and see what a marathon was all about. 
That's probably why I did as well as I did." 
Fenster also finished as the top neuro­
biologist in the race - which was why she was 
in Washington in the first place. She was on 
sabbatical from Wooster to do research at the 
National Institutes of Health, where she was 
studying cellular mechanisms of schizophrenia. 
Although it's been almost 16 years since 
Fenster graduated from Furman, it should come 
as no surprise that she continues to achieve both 
athletically and academically. While majoring 
in biology, she earned all-Southern Conference 
honors in cross country, indoor track and out­
door track. In 1990 she was the conference's 
outstanding performer in cross country, and in 
199 1 she claimed the same honor in indoor track. 
Fenster was inducted into the Furman 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002 and still holds 
the school record for the indoor 5 ,000-meter 
run with a time of 16:5 1 .72.  
After graduating she headed to UAB, 
where she earned a master's degree in exercise 
physiology and a Ph.D. in neurobiology. She 
served as a Teaching and Research Fellow for two 
years at Rhodes College in Memphis, Tenn., 
before going to Wooster in 2005. She is married 
to Steve Fenster, a fellow college professor and 
runner whom she met at UAB. 
Her success in the Marine Corps Marathon 
has definitely piqued her interest in competing 
at that distance. The Marine Corps course is 
a particularly hilly one, which makes her time 
all the more impressive. 
The current qualifying time for the Olympic 
Trials is 2:47, and Fenster believes she might be 
able to go as low as 2:44 on a flatter course. 
Although she maintains a demanding teaching 
and research schedule, she says, "I'd like to keep 
training and run a couple of marathons a year 
just to see what might happen." 
- VINCE MOORE 
Photo: Tim Hipps/U.S .  Army Photo 
As Cate Fenster approached the 16-mile 
mark at the Marine Corps Marathon, she 
prepared to pass the only woman ahead 
of her. She had been slowly bearing down 
on the leader since the 10-mile mark, and 
she couldn't help but think there was 
something familiar about the runner. 
It wouldn't be until after the race was 
over, however, that Fenster would discover 
what a small world it really is. 
The runner she passed was Rebekah 
Potts, a 2004 Furman graduate who is 
currently working on dual M.D. and Ph.D. 
degrees at the University of North Carolina. 
Potts finished fifth with a time of 2: 55.42. 
Potts, a chemistry major, competed 
for the Paladins from 2000 through 2004. 
She was a Furman Bisher Academic­
Athletic Scholar, captained the cross 
country, indoor and outdoor track teams, 
and received the Donaldson-Watkins 
Medal for General Excellence. 
"Although I didn't know it at the time, 
it was pretty cool that two Furman girls 
were battling it out for the lead," Fenster 
says. 
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If you a re fortunate enough to encounter 
a teacher or mentor who helped to shape your 
future l ife, how do you go about thanking them? 
A group of alumni from the 1 970s 
answered that question on a br i l l iant October 
day at Furman in  the fa l l .  The occasion was 
the dedication of the Charles H. Townes Center 
for Science. 
But there was a more personal reason for 
these a lumni  to be on campus this particu lar  
weekend. They came to celebrate a project of 
their own: naming the sedimentation laboratory 
in the Department of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences in  honor of Wallace C. Fallaw (pictured), 
their late professor and friend. 
After serving for a t ime as a petroleum geologist 
with C hevron, Fallaw taught geology at Furman from 
1 970 unti l  h is  death in  1 995.  Dur ing h is 25-year tenure, 
he taught 1 54 of the 1 60 geology majors from that 
period, as wel l  as many other students who enjoyed his 
introductory, historical geology and paleontology 
classes. 
An a uthority on coastal plains stratigraphy, Fallaw 
authored numerous scientific articles and was a 
posthumous recipient of the Alester G .  Furman, J r., 
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Teach­
ing. Students and colleagues remember h im for his 
qu iet demeanor spiced by a dry sense of humor, h is 
" inspir ing and fun" teaching style (both in the class­
room and on field trips), and h is love of Dickens and 
the music of the Ink Spots. 
The idea to name the lab in  Fallaw's honor began 
with a casual conversation between old friends Betsy 
Beckham Godlewski '75 and Tom Tripi itt '76, di rector 
of the Alumni  Association. 
" Many of us owe our successful careers to 
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D r. Fa l law, and all of us now see the world differently 
because of h im," says Betsy, _;;pecial projects coor­
dinator for KSPS Public Television in Spokane, Wash .  
"He i nspired us through his passion for teaching, h is  
love of geology, his sense of hu mor, and his cu riosity 
about the world .  The opening of the Townes Center 
was a not-to-be-missed opportunity to recognize 
Dr. Fallaw and the impact he had on our l ives." 
It was evident after just a few phone cal ls that 
other geology a lumni  shared the vision for naming 
the lab and embraced the idea through their financial 
contributions. Over a period of just a few weeks, 
pledges for more than 50 percent of the $100,000 
needed to name the lab were secured. 
"The response to our calls has been supportive 
and heart-warming. People are eager to support this 
project because it speaks to them in  a very personal 
way," says Betsy. 
For some of these former students, the Fallaw 
Lab project became an unexpected opportunity to 
reconnect with friends they hadn't seen in  decades. 
Linda Heatwole Jacobs '74, a novelist and former 
oil i ndustry geologist who lives in Las Cruces, N . M ., 
enthusiastical ly joined the group of donors ­
and began organizing a mini-reunion during  
the  Townes Center dedication. 
" It has been great to reconnect with old 
and new friends bound by a common desire 
to honor such a wonderful professor," she says. 
"And it's n ice to know that future students wi l l  
see Dr  Fallaw's name on this lab and know what 
an enormous influence he had on us and on 
Furman . "  
On dedication day, 10  former students 
joined Fallaw's wife, Sa l l ie, and son, James, 
as well as former p rofessors Van Price and 
Ken Sargent, p lus other colleagues and friends 
to celebrate the Fallaw Lab. Following a toast 
to Dr. Fallaw and comments from Sal l ie, current 
EES professors Bil l Ranson and Jack Garihan took 
the group on a field trip to their favorite part of 
the Townes Center: the rock garden. 
Heads bent together over massive rock slabs 
from geologic " hot spots" around the Southeast 
as the group inspected gran itic crystals, gneissic 
structure and the del icate outl ines of ancient fossi ls. 
Fallaw would have loved it !  
The Fal law Laboratory is but a smal l  piece 
of a much larger faci l ity that will serve Furman's 
students for years to come. Yet it demonstrates 
the power of the many and shows it is possible to 
say thank you - with a l ittle help from your fr iends. 
To contribute to the Fallaw Lab project, contact 
Betsy at betsygodlewski@gmail. com or Tom at 
tom. triplitt@furman. edu. If you are interested 
in other naming opportunities at Furman, 
contact Gary Hassen at gary hassen@furman. edu 
or (864) 294-3691. 
CLASS N OTES, WI NTER 2009 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
56 
M itch Carnell of Charleston, S .C . ,  
is included in  the  2009 edition of 
Who's Who in America. 
58 
Charles H .  Busha of Greenvi l le i s  the 
author of The Scotch-Irish and Carmel 
Presbyterian Church in Old Pendleton 
District of South Carolina, publ ished 
by the Clayton Room in  Rickman Library 
at Southern Wesleyan U n iversity. 
Harry Eskew, professor emeritus of 
music history and hymnology at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
has been honored with a collection titled 
Hymnology in the Service of the Church: 
Essays in Honor of Harry Eskew. The 
volume of 25 essays by colleagues, 
students and friends was publ ished 
by St. Louis Morning Star Music.  
64 
T H I S  YEAR I S  REU N I O N !  
linda Brown Adair, who retired last 
spring as executive vice president at Gulf 
Coast Community College in Panama City, 
F la . ,  after 33 years as a teacher and 
admin istrator there, received a Meritorious 
Service Award from the Commission on 
Colleges of the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools at its December 
conference. The award was based on the 
qual ity and length of her service to the 
commission. 
Ron Davis is the legal editor for 
PlainVani l lashelf.com, an information 
hub for the retail and development 
industry. 
In  September the President's Counci l  
of Florida International U n iversity in  M iami 
presented its Outstand ing  Faculty Award 
to Darden Asbury Pyron, a member 
of the school's history department and 
professor in the Honors College. The 
award includes a $1 2,500 monetary prize. 
Darden, whose specialties range from 
Greek history to American history 
and cultu re, has taught at the university 
since 1 97 1  and was found ing chair of the 
department. He is the author of a n umber 
of books and is currently working on a study 
of Wi l l iam Tecumseh Sherman.  
66 
Sam Wyche was elected in  November to 
a seat on the Pickens County (S.C.) Counci l .  
70 
Paula S. Poetter Wallace, president of 
Savannah (Ga.) College of Art and Design,  
received the ELLE DECOR Vis ion Award 
in November at the inaugural  Women i n  
Design event, co-sponsored b y  ELLE DECOR 
and the Cooper-Hewitt National  Design 
Museum. The event. held in  New York 
City, celebrated women's achievements in  
the fields of  architecture, communications, 
fashion, and interior and product design .  
72 
Terry K. Holl iday, superintendent of 
Iredell -Statesvi l le (N .C .) Schools since 2002, 
has been named the 2009 A .  Craig Phi l l ips 
North Carol ina Superintendent of the Year. 
The award is given jointly by the North 
Carol ina Association of School Adminis­
trators and the North Carolina School 
Boards Association and includes a $ 5,000 
honorarium.  
John G rady Wood was named the 
recipient of  the 2008 Antimicrobial 
Division Volunteer Recogn ition Award 
by the Consumer Specialty Products 
Association .  The award recognizes his 
dedication of time, effort and talent 
toward the advancement of antim icrobial 
products as chair of the association's 
Antimicrobial Regulatory Committee. 
John is d i rector of product registration 
and compliance (law and regulatory affairs) 
with Ecolab Inc. in St. Paul, M inn .  
73 
Mark A. Bonn, di rector of  graduate 
programs at the Dedman School of Hospi­
tality in  the College of Business at Florida 
State U n iversity, has been i nducted into 
the Florida Tourism Hall of Fame by the 
state Commission on Tourism. Mark is the 
Robert H. Dedman Professor in  Hospitality 
Administration and is the first educator and 
scholar selected for the Hall of Fame. He is 
frequently called upon to develop marketing 
plans for resorts and restaurants, service 
models for hospitality employees, and 
curricu lum models requir ing strategic 
and creative th ink ing.  
T.S. "Sandy" Stern, J r., of the Greenvil le 
firm of Covington Patrick Hagins Stern 
& Lewis, P.A. ,  has been accepted for 
membership on the American Board 
of Trial Advocates. 
John Weatherford received the Wayne 
and Rubye Reid Award during Furman's 
Homecoming awards breakfast October 1 1 .  
The award recognizes a lumni  who have 
made major contributions to the career 
development of Furman students. John 
is senior vice president and general  mana­
ger of Publ ic Broadcasting Atlanta and has 
enjoyed a distinguished career in  radio, tele­
vision and d ig ital media. He has earned six 
Emmys and been inducted into the National 
Academy of Television Arts S i lver C i rcle. 
7 5  
Baron Hi l l  was re-elected i n  November 
to a fifth term in  the U .S .  House of Repre­
sentatives, representing the N inth District 
of Indiana.  
Alec Taylor has been named to the board 
of d irectors of U nited Way of Rhode Island .  
He i s  the  chief executive officer of FGX 
I nternationa l .  
Tom Woodson of Greenvi l le is co-founder 
of MedProcure, which provides supply 
chain solutions for health care providers. 
MedProcure recently received an invest­
ment of $1 50,000 from the South Carol ina 
Research Authority's SC Launch program, 
which supports new startups in  the state. 
77 
Sam Pendergrast has become pastor 
at First Presbyterian Church of Rome, N .Y. 
78 
John F .  Mulholland, a three-star general, 
became commander of U .S .  Army Special 
Operations Command dur ing a ceremony 
November 7 at Fort Bragg, N . C .  John over­
sees about 22,000 soldiers in the Army's 
Special Forces, Rangers, Civi l  Affairs, 
Psychological Operations and Special 
Operations Aviation un its .  He previously 
served as commander of Special Operations 
Command Central, which oversees special 
operations forces in  the M iddle East. He 
has also been in  charge of special operations 
forces in  Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Judy Brockman Nabers of Greenvi l le has 
become chief financial officer for Container 
Management Systems. 
79 
T H I S  YEAR I S  REU N I O N !  
Jay A .  Cory (MBA '82), who recently 
served as interim president and chief 
executive officer of Atlanta Union M ission 
(AU M), has been promoted to executive 
vice president. AUM provides Christ­
centered emergency shelter and residential 
recovery services to more than 1 , 1 50 men, 
women and chi ldren each day. To learn 
more, visit www.atlantaunionmission.org. 
Mary Brown Ries has earned National 
Board Certification in  l ibrary media.  
Mary is the media special ist at Sara 
Col l ins Elementary School in  Greenvil le 
and is president of the Greenvil le Counci l  
of Media Special ists. She is a former 
d i rector of the Furman Alumni  Association. 
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Randolph W Blackwell '63, president; Clare Fol io Morris '83, president-elect; 
J. Chris Brown '89, vice president; Harriet Arnold Wi lburn '74, past president; 
Rebecca Ann Armacost '89; Lynn Neely Bai ley ' 78; Venita Tyus B i l l i ngslea '8 1 ;  
N .  Staten Bitt ing, J r .  '75;  Frank W Blackwell '90 ;  John M .  Block '63 ;  Mary Lou 
Walch Cagle '69; Bobby E. Church ' 78; David S. Cobb '90; Paul D. Goebel '63; 
M ichael L. Guynn '91; Shannon Scruby Henderson '75; Vicki Bieksha Johnson '93; 
L.  Yates Johnson, Jr. ' 59; Gwinn Earle Kneeland '89; J. Cordell Maddox ' 54; James 
N. Martin '79; Matthew A.  M i l ler '99; Joseph C. Moon, Jr .  ' 76; Will iam P. Morrow, 
J r. '54; Emmett L. Patrick ' 56; Scott W Raeber '92; E l l ison L. Smith '89; Cynthia 
Black Sparks '80; Heyward M. Su l l ivan ' 59; Wi l l iam N. Turrentine '64; Daniel R. 
Varat '88; Connie Gartrell Wi l l iams '74. 
Ex-Officio and Other Members: David Shi  '73, president; Michael Gatchell '9 1 , 
vice president for development; Tom Tripi itt ' 76,  d i rector of Alumni  Association; 
Jane Dungan, associate d i rector of Alumni  Association; Tina Hayes Ballew '78, 
associate d i rector of Alumni  Association; Cari Wi l l iams Hicks '97, president, 
Young Alumni  Counci l ;  Frances Flowers '09, president, Student Alumni  Counci l ;  
Nick Holsinger '09, president, Association of Furman Students; Montrel le 
Robertson '09, president, Senior Class. 
80 
Cindy Cothran Alewine of Anderson 
is executive director of the South Carol ina 
chapter of the Alzheimer's Associat ion. 
83 
Robert Hi l l ,  Jr. ,  has been promoted to 
president and chief executive officer of 
Acosta Sales and Marketing Co. of Jack­
sonvil le, F la.  He has also been named 
to the company's board of directors. 
84 
T H I S  YEAR I S  REUNION! 
Terry Bridgman is a mathematics 
instructor at the Colorado School of 
M i nes. He is also working toward a Ph .D .  
After studying abroad i n  affi l iation with 
Oxford Un iversity and in  the States through 
the Graduate Theological Foundation, 
Hami lton "Steve" Peirsol finished his 
doctorate in  psychology last May. He l ives 
in Ormond Beach, Fla. 
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James Strange i s  a n  assistant professor 
of re l igion at Samford Un iversity in  
B i rmingham, A la .  He received h is  Ph . D .  
i n  New Testament and Early Christianity 
from Emory Un iversity's Graduate Division 
of Rel ig ion. 
8 6  
B .  Carter Rogers, a member of the U .S .  
Army Reserve Medical Corps and chief 
of surgery at Newton Medical Center in 
Covington, Ga., was recently promoted 
to the ran k  of l ieutenant colonel .  He 
has served two tours of active duty during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
87 
MARRIAGE: Lori Epperson a n d  Calvin 
Ray Bohannon, February 23,  2008. They 
l ive in  Hardinsburg, Ky. 
88 
laura Josie Moore has begun her own 
company, Laura Moore & Associates, I nc. ,  
in  Lancaster, Pa. I t  is a private counseling, 
educational consulting, l ife coaching and 
executive consulting company based on 
Christian ethics and values. From March 
26 to Apri l  1 5  she wil l be a representative 
of the G lobal Peace In it iative in  Jordan, 
where she wi l l  work with students from 
around the world and participate in  an 
international forum to discuss issues of faith. 
Shawn O'Shields has become pastor 
of Renfrew Baptist Church in Travelers 
Rest, S C. 
Donald Womack (B .M .  '89), professor 
of composition and theory and former 
chair of the music department at the 
University of Hawai i ,  received a Fulbright 
Senior Research Grant to spend a year in 
Tokyo as composer- in-residence with 
AU RA-J, a professional new music ensemble 
of Japanese instruments. While in  Japan 
he received 1 7  performances of his works. 
He was also the featuPed guest composer 
at the Hokuto International M usic Festival, 
and a concert featuring his work was 
hosted by the International House of Japan .  
A C D  of  h i s  music for Japanese and Western 
instruments is scheduled for release this 
year on the Centaur label .  H is wife, 
Anna Stewart '89 Womack, is a viol ist 
in  the Honolulu Symphony and lecturer 
of viola at the Un iversity of Hawaii. 
89 
T H I S  YEAR IS REUNION !  
Steven Baines o f  Washington, D.C . ,  
is the new director of  i nterfaith outreach 
at the Rel ig ious Coalit ion for Reproductive 
Choice. He previously worked for eight 
years with People for the American Way. 
Matthew Bostick of Piedmont Tax Service 
in  Greenvil le has completed the three levels 
of study in  taxpayer representation at the 
National Tax Practice I nstitute and has 
been named an NTPI Fel low. 
9 0  
lee Underwood has become d i rector 
of communications for I ntercontinenta l­
Exchange i n  Atlanta. 
MARRIAGE: Christina Frost and Van W 
Price, October 1 8 .  They live in Greenvil le. 
BIRTH: Wayne and N i na Landow Knox, 
a son, Andrew Burton, August 27. They 
live in  Anderson, S .C .  
9 1  
Matthew lee, a n  attorney with B lank 
Rome LLP of Phi ladelph ia, Pa. ,  was selected 
a 2008 Lawyer on the Fast Track by The 
Legal lntelligencer and Pennsylvania Law 
Weekly. Matt was one of 35 Pennsylvania 
attorneys under the age of 40 identified 
as future leaders of the Commonwealth's 
legal commun ity. 
92 
Ray l. McKin ney of Statesboro, Ga. ,  
has been named to the board of directors 
of Ogeechee Techn ical Col lege. He 
is a financial consultant with Wachovia 
Securities and a past chair of the board 
of the Statesboro-Bul loch Chamber of 
Commerce. 
BIRTH: Brian and lisa Sherril l  Halstead, 
a son, Pete Alexander, October 1 4, 
Charlotte, N .C .  
93 
T i m  Bauer has been named d i rector 
of tennis at the Boar's Head Sports C lub  
in  Charlottesvi l le, Va. T im worked as an 
NCAA Division I tennis coach for a decade, 
including six years as the women's coach 
at M ichigan State Un iversity. He also 
coached on the Women's Tenn is 
Association tour. 
MARRIAGE: Scott C. Purinton and 
Emi ly Mae McArdle, October 1 9 .  Scott 
completed h is  residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology at Johns Hopkins Hospital and 
is currently pursu ing a fellowship in gyne­
cologic oncology at the Un iversity of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center in Dal las. 
BIRTH: Donny and Karla Spelce 
Thompson, a son, Logan Alexander, 
September 3, Atlanta, Ga. 
94 
T H I S  YEAR IS R E U N I O N !  
J .  Gary Eichelberger, Jr., has joined the 
E l l is  & Winters law firm in its Raleigh, N C .  
office. He practices civil litigation with 
a special focus on commercial disputes, 
employment matters, real estate and 
insurance coverage. 
MARRIAG E:  Jessica Oldham 
and Jeff Waggett. August 9. They 
live in Salt Lake City, Utah .  
BIRTHS: Greg and Susan Flowers 
El l iott, a daughter, Ashley Elizabeth, 
May 29.  They live in  Simpsonvil le, S .C .  
Scott '90 and Susan James Peacock, 
a son, Mason, March 8, 2008. They live 
in Chevy Chase, Md.  Susan has been 
promoted to commander in the U .S .  
Pub l i c  Health Service. 
M ichael and Becky Rogers Xeroteres, 
a daughter, L i l l ian J une, August 2 7, 
Fort Lauderdale, F la. 
9 5  
Jeffrey French completed his Ph .D .  
in  biology from the Un iversity of  South 
Carol ina in November. He is an assistant 
professor at North Greenvil le University, 
where he teaches ecology and genetics. 
April Knight graduated from nursing 
school last May and plans to work in  local 
and international medical missions. She 
is currently an occupational therapist in  
Wi lmington, N .C .  and volunteers at the 
Tileston Health Cl in ic .  
Jason Poinsette has been promoted to 
director of account management at Push, 
an advertising agency in Orlando, Fla. 
Tasha Sims Wade has been elected to 
the Athletic Hal l  of Fame at Sevier County 
(Tenn.) High School, where she was a star 
basketball player. Tasha works as control ler 
for Stokely Hospitality Enterprises in Pigeon 
Forge. 
MARRIAGES: Meta loretto "Lori" 
Dinkins and Steven Eugene Brown, 
October 1 1 .  They live in Columbia, S C .  
She i s  assistant principal a t  Fulmer Middle 
School in Lexington District 2,  and he 
expects to receive his Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from Campbell University in  May. 
Jeffrey Hammer and Mel issa Coleen 
McClain, September 20.  They live in 
Simpsonvil le, S C. 
Gretchen Swift and Rich Kalonick, 
September 28.  Gretchen is an assistant 
federal publ ic defender in  Nashvil le, 
Tenn.,  and Rich is a free-lance photographer. 
ADOPTIONS: Steve and Karin Walsh 
Faulkner, a son, Kien John, born June 6, 
2007, in Vietnam, and adopted June 1 0, 
2008; and a daughter, Aria Mai, born 
June 2 ,  2007, in  Vietnam, and adopted 
November 13, 2008. They live in Cary, N .C .  
BIRTHS: Dave '93  and Jennifer Horner 
Bruce, a son, Colten Spencer, February 1 ,  
2008. They live i n  Boi l ing Springs, S .C .  
Jenn ifer and Brett Buzzell, a son, Jackson 
Lyons, November 6,  Atlanta. Brett teaches 
at Conyers Middle School. 
Kevin '98 and Sonya Scott Jackson, 
a daughter, Kierra Sanna, February 1 1 ,  
2008. They live i n  Powder Springs, Ga .  
Tripp and Lisa Carswell Presnell, 
a daughter, MaryAnne Coker, August 20, 
Beaufort, S .C .  
9 6  
I n  September, Chris Cottingham became 
associate pastor for music/worship and 
student ministries at Westfield Baptist 
Church in Dunn, N . C .  
MARRIAGES: Wil l iam "Chip" Rice and 
Barbara Wahr, February 29, 2008. They 
live in Portland, Ore. 
Seceli lynn Ravan and Robert Thomason 
Barrett, October 2 5 .  They live in Greenvil le 
where she is employed with lnfor G lobal 
Solutions and he with the U.S. Marshal 
Service. 
ADOPTION: Ben and Emily Monday 
Nibal i ,  a daughter, Ava Faith, born 
August 2 1 .  They live in Maryvil le, Tenn .  
BIRTHS: Kerik '97 and Rosemary 
Cancro Cox, a son, Kalin Alexander, 
Ju ly 5. They live in Geneva, N .Y. Kerik 
is an assistant professor of plant pathology 
and plant microbe biology at Cornell 
University, where Rosemary is a research 
associate. 
George and Donna-leigh Eichor Harmon, 
a daughter, Audie Leigh, Ju ly  30. They live 
in Simpsonville, S .C .  
Dan and Jennifer Freeman Lepori, 
a son, James Michael, December 1 5, 2007, 
Maywood, N . J .  Jennifer earned a master's 
degree in educational leadership from 
the College of St. Elizabeth in 2007 and 
received the John J. Riordan Leadership 
Award. 
Vince and Maya Helz Pack, a son, Jonah 
David, August 5 .  They live in Taylors, S .C .  
Fabio and Jul ie West Torres, a daughter, 
Hai ley Isabel, September 1 ,  Fort Worth, 
Texas. 
97 
Cardiologist Andrew Fowler has joined 
the staff of the C hattanooga (Tenn.) Heart 
Institute. He completed his internship and 
residency at the Un iversity of Alabama­
B i rmingham and did a cardiology fellow­
ship at the Medical Un iversity of South 
Carolina. 
Brad Harmon earned his P h . D. in counsel­
ing and student personnel services from 
the Un iversity of Georgia. He is now asso­
ciate director of residence life at Furman. 
Amy Chastain Moore of Atlanta, 
a postdoctoral fellow in cancer research 
at Vanderbilt Un iversity Medical Center, 
has joined the Georgia Cancer Coalition 
as manager of research programs. 
BIRTHS: Ely and Farrar Johnston 
Abbott, a son, Jack, December 1 8, 2007. 
They live in  Atlanta. 
Arthur and Brenda Christy, a daughter, 
Brooke Ann marie, June 6. They live 
in Suffolk, Va. 
Scott and Emi ly Slayton Fritz, a son, 
Zachary Edward, June 3 .  They live in 
Blacksburg, Va. 
Drew and Heather Sandison Heffner, 
a son, Duncan Edward, March 1 1 ,  2008. 
They l ive in St. Louis, Mo. ,  where Drew 
is an attorney for the city and Heather 
has started her own legal practice. 
Andrew and Shelley Bridwell Noble, 
a son, Matthew Joseph, May 8, Atlanta. 
Jason and J u lie Glasser Stebbins, 
a son, Jacob Michael, May 22. They live 
in  Dallas, Ga .  
9 8  
Valerie Horsley has joined the faculty 
at Yale Un iversity as an assistant professor 
in the field of molecular, cell and develop­
mental biology. 
BIRTHS: Stephen and Keren Adelaar, 
a son, Samuel Fulton, September 12 ,  
Richmond, Va. 
Kevin and Krista Stewart, a daughter, 
Addison Reese, November 1 ,  Loganvil le, 
Ga. Kevin teaches and coaches at Oconee 
County High School and is f in ishing his 
dissertation on adapted physical education. 
Rhett '97 and Molly Warmoth Watson, 
a daughter, Aubrey-Kate Olivia, April 24. 
Rhett is a chemistry professor at the Uni­
versity of South Carolina and Molly is quality 
control supervisor at Pharmaceutical 
Associates, Inc. They live in Greer, S .C .  
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Stewart a n d  Tiffany Wil l iams Watson, 
a son, James Stewart, March 1 1 ,  2008, 
Greenvil le. 
99 
T H I S  YEAR I S  R E U N I O N !  
BIRTHS: Michael and Tricia Casto Fuller, 
a son, Mason Michael, September 30.  
They l ive in Cul lman,  Ala .  
M ike and Katherine Roberts Goldberg, 
a son, Evan McCartney, June 23. They 
live in Waipahu, Hawai i .  
Woody and Jenni  Kali l  '00 O'Dell, a son, 
Henry Earl, May 2 5 .  Woody is a partner 
with the Cauthorn, Nohr & O'Del l  law firm 
in Marietta, Ga., and Jenni operates her 
own interior design firm. 
0 0  
Daniel Hughes, a n  attorney i n  Greenvil le 
and an accomplished distance runner, won 
the Spinx Half-Marathon in  October with 
a time of 1 : 1 1 .44. 
MARRIAG ES: laura Elizabeth Johnson 
and Scott James Stephan, October 1 8 .  
Laura i s  a doctoral candidate in  molecular 
medicine at the University of Virginia and 
Scott is completing his residency in  head 
and neck surgery at the Un iversity of 
Virgin ia Medical Center. 
Jackie Smith and Robert Carson, August 
10. Both are employed at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, Va., Jackie 
as associate head coach of the women's 
basketball team and Robert as assistant 
director for student-athlete services. 
Brittany Wil l iams and Jeff Burnett, 
September 27. Brittany is the campa ign 
director at Un ited Way of Metropolitan 
Atlanta. 
BIRTHS: H.J. and Ashley Kamphaus 
Brathwaite, a son, Henry John Llewellyn 
Brathwaite V, April 1 3, Raleigh, N .C .  
Heath and Paula Banas Duncan, 
a daughter, Annabelle Ruth, October 30. 
They live in  B luffton, S .C .  
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David and Katie Powell Howard, twin 
daughters, Grace Alexis and Rebecca 
Emi ly, August 2 1 ,  Atlanta. 
Dave '97 and Liz lee Johnson, twins, 
Henry and E l l ie, February 28, 2008. 
They l ive in Greensboro, N .C .  
M ichael and Stacey Hamilton Morgan, 
a son, Jacob M ichael, February 1 1 ,  2008. 
They live in  Woodstock, Ga. 
Jason and Rachel Nicholas, a son, 
Noah Nathaniel ,  September 8.  They 
live in  Charleston, Tenn .  
0 1  
Kristina Groce is currently a predoctoral 
resident in psychology with the Virginia 
Beach (Va.) City Publ ic Schools. She 
is scheduled to receive her doctorate 
in psychology from North Carol ina State 
Un iversity in May. 
Kristin Stephens is a seventh grade art 
teacher at Washington (D.C.) Latin Public 
Charter School. 
MARRIAG ES: Stephen Christopher 
Bowden and Lee Brady Wilson, August 23 .  
He is an associate at  the  New York office 
of the K i rkland & Ellis law firm, and she 
is an associate at Connel l  Foley. 
Anne Gooden and Scott Ryan Erickson, 
J u ly 1 9. They live in  Atlanta. 
Shelby Brianne Green and Daniel  
Randolph Holman, August 16.  They 
live in State College, Pa. She is a special 
education teacher at the Nittany Valley 
Charter School and he is assistant men's 
tennis coach at Penn State University. 
Ashley Harwell and Mark Norton, 
July 26. They live in  Hattiesburg, M iss. 
Marcie Katherine Hocking and 
Christopher Allen Sprankle, October 25 .  
They live in  Wash ington, D .C . ,  where 
Marcie is a project d irector at the Smith­
sonian Institution and Chris is mid-Atlantic 
sales director for Sweda, Inc. 
Jamie Morrison and Erik Reid Sandin 
'03, June 13.  They l ive in Atlanta. 
BIRTHS: Ryan '98 and Miriam Tal ley 
Brooks, a son, E l l iot Edgemon, May 14.  
They live in  Greer, S .C .  
Brandon and Katie Fey '02 Drafts, 
a daughter, Hannah Michel le, August 23 .  
Brandon is completing h i s  internal medicine 
residency at Wake Forest Un iversity Baptist 
Medical Center in  Winston-Salem, N . C .  
Drew a n d  Katie Wyatt Johnson, a son, 
Wyatt Robert, August 1 1 ,  Smyrna, Ga. 
Chris and Jeny Bishop Kerscher, a son, 
Jack, September 20. Jeny, who earned 
an M BA from Clemson University, works 
in the Admissions Office at Furman .  
Chris i s  North American growth manager 
for M il l iken. 
Jason and Jenni Brill White, a son, 
Jeffrey Dale, May 19. Jenni is an attorney 
in  Dayton, Oh io, with the firm of Freund, 
Freeze & Arnold. 
02 
Matthew De5.antis has become an 
assistant professor in  the Department 
of Political Science at High Point (N.C. )  
Un iversity. 
MARRIAGES: Maya Pai and Neal 
Kamal Chawla, September 6. She works 
in disaster response and corporate com­
munications at the national headquarters 
of the American Red Cross in Washington, 
D.C. He is an emergency physician at 
lnova Fairfax Hospita l .  
Andy Valkanoff and Christina Cummings, 
August 23 .  They live in Raleigh, N .C .  
BIRTHS: Joseph '03  and Teresa leersen 
Hoover, a son, Ryan Abraham, August 8 .  
They live in Taylors, S .C .  
Joseph '03  and Elizabeth Wright Osborn, 
a daughter, Lucy E l iza, September 25 .  
They live in  Roach, Mo .  
Joel and Andrea Adams Sellers, a son, 
Ryland M ichael, August 28, Columbia, S C. 
03 
Hunter Price received a Master of Arts 
degree in early American history from Ohio 
State University in August and has become 
a research analyst with the Advisory Board 
Company, a Washington, D.C.-based 
healthcare consulting firm. 
MARRIAGES: Meredith Martin 
and Jay A'Hern, October 1 1 .  They 
live in  Columbia, S .C . ,  where Meredith 
teaches art and Jay is an attorney. 
Stephanie Whitener and Peter 
Tecklenburg, November 29. Stephanie 
is a fund-raiser for Ashley Hall School 
in  Charleston, S .C .  Peter is the transpor­
tation planner for the Charleston Area 
Regional Transportation Authority. 
BIRTH: Steven and Erin Schneider 
Hearnden. a son, Gavin, Ju ly 1 7, Greenvi l le. 
Erin works as an independent consultant 
for the Pampered Chef. 
04 
T H I S  Y E A R  IS  R E U N I O N !  
Stephanie Gunter of Arl i ngton, Va., 
has become the events and outreach 
manager for the New America Foundation, 
a public policy think tank. 
Janna Deloach Pennington has been 
named coordinator of student engage­
ment at Georgia Southern Un iversity 
in Statesboro. 
Kelly Morrow earned her Doctor of 
J urisprudence degree from the C harleston 
(S.C.)  School of Law. 
Jason Peterson, a graduate of the Uni­
versity of South Carol ina School of Law, 
recently passed the Georgia Bar and has 
joined the Atlanta office of Jones Day. 
MARRIAGES: Anna DuPre Anderson 
and M ichael Eugene Goldston, September 
27. They live in  New Orleans. He is an 
aviator in the U .S .  Navy and is a Navy ROTC 
instructor at Tulane University. Anna earned 
a Doctor of Dental Medicine degree from 
the Medical U n iversity of South Carol ina. 
Emily Chi lton and Kristopher Kasik,  
August 23 .  They l ive i n  Fairfax, Va. ,  where 
she is an attorney and he attends George 
Washington University. 
Madeline Emi ly Clark and Robert 
Mavrogordato, August 2. Madel ine 
is pursuing a Ph . D .  i n  education policy 
at Vanderbilt Un iversity in  Nashvil le, Tenn . ,  
and Robert works in  pharmaceutical sales. 
El izabeth Gold G riffin and Brad 
Westbrook, October 1 1 .  She is a social 
worker with the Forsyth County (Ga.) 
School System and he is co-founder 
of Catalyst Retail Group, a real estate 
brokerage company. 
Elizabeth McNeill  and Tom Sherrard, 
October 4 .  They live in Louisville, Ky. 
Sarah Katherine Swiger and Ryan 
Benjamin Lyford, August 30. Katie is pur­
suing a master's degree in Engl ish through 
the Bread loaf School at M iddlebury Col lege 
in  Vermont, and Ryan is employed with the 
U S Department of State Foreign Service. 
They live in Arl ington, Va. 
BIRTH: Cl int  and Kelsey Ruebush Grant, 
a son, Liam Vedder, May 8, Summervi l le, 
s c  
O S  
Jay McKnight of Greenvil le has become 
a commercial l i nes risk advisor at Assure­
South Inc . ,  an independent insurance 
agency. 
MARRIAG ES: John Hunter Allen 
and Kelly Ann Rentz, October 25. Kelly 
Ann is a registered nurse i n  the Greenvil le 
Hospital System and John is pursuing 
a Master of Arts degree in  teaching from 
Clemson U n iversity. 
Heather Bauguess and Mark Hearne 
Tucker, October 25. They l ive in  Atlanta. 
Sara Blackburn Clark and David Mark 
Perry, May 1 7. Both are fourth-year 
students at the Medical Un iversity of 
South Carol ina  in Charleston. She is 
studying i n  the School of Pharmacy 
and he is in the M . D./Ph . D .  program. 
Brian Joseph Fisher and Jessica lauren 
Moore, May 1 0. Both are in  their th i rd 
year at the U n iversity of South Carol ina 
School of Law i n  Columbia.  
Jessica Erin Hawley and David N icholas 
Sharp, October 1 8 .  They live in  Greenvil le. 
Jessica is completing her master's degree 
at Converse College and is employed by the 
YWCA. David is completing his bachelor's 
degree at the Un iversity of South Carol ina­
Upstate. 
JAEL G A D S D E N  TAKES A T U R N  I N  T H E  SPOTLIGHT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
For five years Jael Gadsden ' 0 1  had been l iv ing in  
Los Angeles, pursu ing her dream of a career i n  music. 
She'd enjoyed some l im ited success. Whi le 
working at an ad agency, she'd picked up perform ing 
g igs i n  c lubs and restau rants on n ights and weekends. 
She'd written a n umber of songs and recorded 
"The Journey," a CD that is ava i lable on- l ine at 
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/jaelmusic. She'd appeared 
in  commercials and had a bit role in "American 
Dreamz," a 2006 fi lm parody of "American Ido l . "  
But al l  that  pa led i n  comparison to what happened 
last spring, when she was named the grand champion 
of the 2008 Li ncoln Spot l ight songwrit ing contest. 
The competition invited people to create an orig­
inal song and video promoting one of the l uxury car's 
brand truths: "advancing the American dream, explor­
ing what it means to reach h igher, dar ing to do more 
and taking pride in one's history." 
For Gadsden, the themes hit close to home. 
She says, "It gave me the opportunity to write about 
a topic I feel very strongly about . "  
C hoosing an i nstrumental track from several pro­
vided by the contest sponsor, she penned an affi rming, 
upbeat song titled " Your Season" and, with the help 
of friends from the ad agency, put together a video. 
She submitted her entry last February - then waited 
Jae/ with Bila/ (left) and Common in Chicago. 
as the publ ic  voted on- l ine for their  favorites. She 
remained i n  the runn ing as the field of candidates 
was whittled to 20, 1 0  and, f ina l ly, to 5 .  
At that point industry judges stepped in  t o  pick 
the winner. 
In May, she got the ca l l  she'd hoped for. The 
award brought a $ 1 0,000 prize, a featured video 
on www. l i ncoln lounge.com, and an opening spot 
at a 2008 performance by G rammy-winn ing, hip-hop 
superstar Common. 
The big n ight came September 2 7  at a benefit 
concert at C h icago's House of B lues, where she hob­
knobbed with Common and other artists (B i la l, 
Wii . I . Am, Floetry), got the fu l l  red-carpet treatment, 
and sang " Your Season"  before an appreciative audi­
ence.  The scene was remin iscent of a nother moment 
seven years earl ier, when she and three Furman 
classmates, who had a s inging group cal led " Ebone," 
performed on " Showtime at the Apollo" at New 
York's famed Apollo Theatre. 
O n ly this t ime i t  wasn't amateur n ight .  
The House of  Blues performance has brought 
Gadsden a good deal of press and a n umber of new 
contacts in  the music industry. "It doesn't hurt to say 
that you've opened for someone l i ke Common," she 
says. "And being able to write and perform your own 
material tends to make you stand out more . "  
As  she d iscusses her  plans, wh ich  i nc lude record­
ing another CD, her voice exudes a q u iet determination 
and a serene confidence that even greater success l ies 
ahead . And if  noth ing  else, the L incoln Spotl ight award 
has provided her the best opportu n ity yet to share her 
music with the world. 
- JIM STEWART 
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S H I RLEY K E E PS O N  PU S H I N G  T H E  E D UCATIONAL E NVELOPE 
Poetry a n d  teach i n g  have m u c h  in  common.  
A good poet and a great teacher both beckon us 
to thresholds where experience and expression come 
together and fling open doors to some wider mystery, 
some larger "Aha . "  
B o b  Shi rley knows this. As a poet and a teacher, 
a dreamer and a doer, he is convinced that education 
is dynamic  and vital, and that visionary schools shape 
visionary citizens. 
Which is why, at the age of 73, Sh i rley is sti l l  
mentoring faculty, monitoring carpool traffic and 
roaming hal lways decorated with the  shaky cursive 
of th ird-graders and their crayon- i l lustrated stories. 
" I  realized I can't stand retirement," says Shir ley, 
a 1 958 Furman graduate who "retired" as head of 
Heathwood Hal l  Episcopal School in  Columbia, S . C ., 
in 2000. During h is  22-year tenure at the two-time 
National Blue R ibbon Award-winn ing school, he 
i nstituted a crit ical th ink ing program and an outdoor 
leadership development program and oversaw a s ig­
n ificant jump in  enrol lment and endowment, bolstered 
by two substantial capital campaigns. 
He had earned a rest, but after three weeks 
of retirement he was bored and antsy. So he ju mped 
at an invitation to be interim head at Gaston Day School 
in  North Carol ina.  After two weeks there, Shirley cal led 
h is  wife and announced, "Thrace, I'm back home." 
He served su bsequent interim stints at a school 
in  Boston and at the Columbia M useum of Art before 
returning to work full time in 2005 at Charleston 
Colleg iate School, located 20 minutes outside South 
Carolina's Holy C ity amid the magn ificently graceful 
oaks of rural Johns Is land.  
Charleston Collegiate, a private school with 
a diverse, wide-ranging constituency, has been a stim­
u lat ing chal lenge and satisfying closing act for Sh i rley. 
He arrived i ntend ing  to spend a year help ing to stabi l ize 
the struggl ing school, which had recently changed 
its name and lost its headmaster. 
" I  looked at the data and realized this was not 
a one-year job. It's difficult to recast this school as 
a progressive school in  a conservative community," 
notes Shir ley, a blue-dog Democrat and stalwart 
advocate for diversity. (While teaching at Summit 
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School in  Winston-Salem, N .C . .  in  1 966, 
he joined with h is  headmaster to pay 
the tu ition for the school's first African­
American student.) 
" We're trying to look to the future, 
not to the past," he says. "This school 
has the potential for being a real jewel, 
a much-needed breath of fresh air i n  
Charleston . "  
Lorin Anderson, who served as 
Shirley's Ph.D.  advisor at the U n iversity 
of South Carol ina, points out that " Bob 
has stepped in  to rescue any number 
of struggl ing schools. His track record 
is absolutely incred ible.  He's energized 
by d ifficult situations." 
With his sneaky/wise smile and Southern gentle­
man's gift of gab, Sh i r ley seems more the adoring 
school grandfather than hard-driving headmaster. 
Charleston Colleg iate's cozy size (275 students, 
pre-K to grade 1 2, with 24 percent minority enrollment, 
the h ighest among private schools in  Charleston) is well 
su ited to his hands-on a pproach. 
'' I 'm con�tantly working with the faculty, retra in­
ing the teachers," he says. " I  long for teachers who 
make knowledge in  the c lassroom, not who br ing 
knowledge to the classroom."  He's most proud of 
"putting together an eager, young, dynamic, diverse 
faculty," 75 percent of whom have master's degrees. 
A born teacher - during his early years as 
a Mar ine and a banker, he taught soldiers commun i ­
cation sk i l l s  and set u p  a teller-tra in ing school - Shirley 
pays little heed to trad it ional educational strateg ies 
l i ke strict curriculum standards and standard ized tests. 
I nstead he embraces such concepts as creative, col lab­
orative learning and personalized i nstruction. He's 
a passionate reformer who bel ieves that education 
is fundamenta l ly about active engagement. 
And actively engaged he is, both in the private 
and publ ic school rea lms. "We'l l  be better when publ ic 
schools are better, and publ ic schools wi l l  be better 
when we're better," he bel ieves. 
As fou nder and executive d i rector of the National 
Center for Independent School Renewal, Shi rley is 
a catalyst for educational innovation across the cou ntry 
and a leader in the national debate on school change. 
I n  2000 he was honored with South Carol ina's Order 
of the Si lver C rescent for h is  contributions to education 
and his work on a publ ic  school reform in itiative cal led 
" South Carolina Re: Learn ing ."  He also serves as 
president of the New Morning Foundation, which 
seeks to reduce teen pregnancy in  South Carol ina.  
" I  bel ieve in  being outs ide the box," says Sh i rley, 
a published poet who looks forward to writing more 
once his work at Charleston Colleg iate is complete. 
The irony of his out-of-the-box th ink ing, however, 
is that h is  "new school "  vision is based on classic 
old school concepts, such as req u ir ing "exhib it ion 
of mastery," s imi lar to the old "declamation" when 
seniors delivered a final  paper before faculty and peers. 
It's true that sometimes tak ing steps forward 
requ i res taking a few steps back, and Shi rley is eager 
to step forward - back to a time when learning is 
done by the heart as wel l  as the mind. " Bob is l i ke 
E. F. H utton," says Anderso n .  " He th inks one chi ld 
at a t ime, one parent at a t ime, one school  at a ti me, 
and he makes decisions based on the immediacy 
of those concerns. He's motivated by real people 
in  his care on a daily basis. And that's a prescription 
for excellence for a nyone in  education."  
- STEPHANIE HUNT 
The author is a free-lance writer in Charleston. 
Rachel Livingston and Joseph Popkowski, 
October 1 1 .  They live in  Roswel l ,  Ga. She 
is an underwriter for Hartford Insurance 
Company and he is an underwriter for AI G .  
Dylan Rebil lot a n d  Katie Vagovic '07, 
February 1 6, 2008. They live in  C incinnati, 
Ohio, where Katie works in the local 
hospital system and Dylan works in d ig ital 
marketing at Procter & Gamble. 
Adam Sarver and Lauren White, August 2. 
They live in lrmo, S .C .  
0 6  
Ryan Clark has joined ShowCase Mar­
keting in  Greenvil le, where he works 
in  business development and sales. 
Rod Kelley is pursuing a Master of Science 
in  H ig her Education degree at Florida State 
University. 
MARRIAGES: Carol ine El izabeth Huff 
and John Matthew Jantz, August 2 .  
They live in Lebanon, Tenn. J o h n  i s  
a pharmacy intern with Walgreen's 
Corporation and attends Lipscomb 
University College of Pharmacy. Carol ine 
is the marketing coordinator for Petty 
Orthopaedics. 
Christen Ruth Jones and Nathaniel 
James Hodges Ill ,  August 1 6 . They l ive 
in  Nashvil le, Ten n .  
D e b  Mathis a n d  Jason Read, M a y  1 0 .  
Both work for Upward Un l imited in  
Spartanburg, S .C .  
Matthew Clement Storey and Tianna 
Lynn Casto, July 1 9. They live in  Kingsport, 
Tenn . ,  where Matthew is a mechanical 
eng ineer in the technology division 
of Eastman Chemical Company. 
07 
James "Gib" Pennington i s  a member 
of the Class of 2 0 1 2  at the Un iversity 
of South Alabama Col lege of Medicine. 
David S ibley was awarded a Master of 
Science degree in chemistry from Furman 
last August. H e  now l ives in New York 
City and is pursu ing a Master of Div in ity 
degree at the General Theological 
Seminary of the Episcopal Church. 
Stephanie Sul l ivan of Greenville has 
started a Web site for her jewelry business, 
www. lexiquestudios.com. 
08 
Blaine Hart has joined Grubb & El l is/ 
The Furman Co. in Greenvil le as a leasing 
agent. 
Felix Stanziola works with Fluor i n  
Greenvil le a s  a senior operations and 
maintenance special ist. 
Brett Taysom is pursu ing a master's 
degree in  earth and environmental science 
at the College of Charleston (S.C .) 
MARRIAG E:  Joseph Dowsley and 
Sarah McChesney, September 1 3 .  
They l ive in  Humboldt, Tenn. 
DEATHS 
Margaret L igon Gi l l iam '32 ,  October 8, 
Easley, S.C. She taught for many years in 
Greenvi l le County and was instrumental 
in  developing programs to provide train ing  
for aspiring artists. A member of  the 
advisory board for the establishment of 
the Greenvil le F ine Arts Center, she was 
co-author of an elementary art g uide that 
was adopted in  many states and Canada, 
and she was frequently invited to speak 
and make presentations at educational 
conferences. She was deeply involved in 
a host of community organizations and in 
arts activities throughout South Carol ina .  
She was included in Outstanding Educators 
of America and Personalities of the South 
and was a South Carolina delegate to the 
International Art Conference in  Florence, 
Italy. 
Thomas M i lton Hamby '35, September 
24, B i rm ing ham, Ala. For more than 50 
years he was pastor of Baptist churches 
in  Indiana and Alabama, retiring from the 
First Baptist Church of Ta l ladega. He wrote 
lessons for the Adult Teacher's Book, the 
Young People Teacher's Book and the 
Adult Sunday School Quarterly. He also 
wrote two books, Christ and the Cross and 
Settlement of the Blue Ridge. He served 
as president of the Alabama Baptist 
Pastor's Conference and held leadership 
roles with the Alabama Baptist Executive 
Board and the State Baptist Convention. 
Frances West Metts '35, October 6, 
Anderson, S . C .  She taught school in  
the North Carolina counties of  Gaston 
and Lincoln for 20 years and continued 
as a substitute teacher after her retirement. 
She was one of the first volunteers and 
organizers for Meals on Wheels of 
Lincolnton, N . C .  
J u l i a  Irwin Wright ' 3 6 ,  September 22 ,  
Greenvil le. She was a talented viol in ist 
and taught school in  Greenvil le and in 
Richburg, S .C .  
Maurie latham Carter '37 ,  October 30, 
Allendale, S . C .  She was retired from the 
Allendale Department of Social Services, 
having been director of the food stamp 
department for many years. 
Martha Horton Hobson '37, October 1 0, 
Clemson, S .C .  She was secretary to the 
president of Emory U niversity and also 
served as a kindergarten and third grade 
teacher. She was active with Meals 
on Wheels and other volunteer programs. 
Lela Amelia Tindal Edwards '38, 
November 1 5, Summerton, S.C. She 
taught for many years at schools in  
the southeastern part of  the state. 
Grace Pearson Plowden Hudson '39, 
November 27, Ashevil le, N.C. She retired 
from Shriners Hospital where she was 
involved in the music therapy program. 
She also taught piano, worked with 
chi ldren's choirs and accompan ied 
the Deerfield Chorus of Ashevil le. 
Ruby Carolyn Jones Culbertson '40, 
August 1 3, Greenville. She was a music 
teacher and a church pianist. 
El izabeth Marsh Kennedy '40, October 
4,  North Augusta, S .C .  She taught school 
for 39 years and was the first president 
of Hammond H i l l  School PTA. 
Roger Hardeman Patterson, Sr. '40, 
August 1 9, Greenvi l le .  He served in the 
U .S .  Air Force during World War I I  and 
was the retired owner of Pat's Tech Supply. 
He was founder of the Prevent Alcohol 
Problems Association, Inc., through which 
he made presentations to churches, schools, 
and civic and government organizations. 
He was affil iated with the American 
Council on Alcohol Problems, served as 
a commissioner on the Greenville County 
Alcohol and Drug Commission, and was 
a member of the Greenville County Board 
of Health and the Greenvil le County Safe 
Communities Coal it ion. He was a recipient 
of the Order of the Silver Crescent from 
the state of South Carolina and of the 
C hairman's Award from Greenvil le County 
Counci l .  
Sarah Putman Baumgardner '41 , 
September 1 5, Greenvil le. She was active 
with a number of civic and service 
organizations. 
Vello M. Forrester '41 , August 14,  
Greenvi l le .  He was a pastor in  Kentucky 
whi le a student at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, after which he 
returned to South Carol ina and continued 
his min istry in  churches in  Johnston, 
Columbia and Lancaster County. After 
retiring he held several long-term interim 
pastorates. He served three five-year terms 
as a trustee of the South Carolina Baptist 
Hospital System 
Martha Bramlett Hiott '41 , August 1 3, 
Greenvi l le .  She taught at Paris Elementary 
School. 
Rachel Annette Pou Young '41 ,  Apri l 1 0, 
Alameda, Calif. She was a primary grade 
school teacher in  Nevada and Colorado 
before settling in Alameda, where she 
retired in  1 983.  She enjoyed the arts 
and outdoor activities. 
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Vester M .  Boyter '42, September 3 ,  
Moore, S .C .  He was a retired employee 
of Southern Wood Piedmont and was 
founder of Boyter's Lures. He was 
a member of the Fishing C lub of America, 
an honorary member of the Antique Lure 
Col lectors of South Carolina and a member 
of the South Carolina Chess C lub.  
Jesse Talmadge Mayfield '42, August 1 5, 
Columbia, S .C .  An Army Air Corps veteran 
of World War II and the Korean Conflict, 
he was employed with Greenwood Packing 
Plant. He was a Mason and a member of 
Kiwanis and Travelers Protective Agency, 
and he served on the advisory board 
of Meals on Wheels. 
Mildred Stone Woodard '42, September 
30, Louisville, Colo. She was a longtime 
math teacher at Lafayette Centaurus High 
School. 
Helen Elizabeth Hendricks Wooten 
'42, May 2,  Tampa, F la. She was a retired 
teacher and librarian in  Greenville County 
schools. 
Martha Jenkins Horton '44, October 24, 
Anderson, S.C. She taught in the schools 
of Anderson District 5 for many years. 
Helen E lrod Wright '45, September 25 ,  
Greenvil le. 
Alice Kay Johnston Faile '47, October 8, 
2007, Dahlonega, Ga.  She was employed 
with the Southern Baptist International 
M ission Board as a missionary in  Ghana, 
West Africa. 
Zelda King O'Bannon '47, November 1 8 ,  
Barnwell, S C .  A n  accomplished artist, she 
taught for 30 years in  the South Carolina 
public schools and continued to teach art 
after her retirement. She was active in 
church work, a former president of the 
Barnwell Garden Club and a member of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
John Grover Roach, Jr. '47, February 1 1 ,  
2008, Marion, N . C .  H e  started Pleasant 
Gardens Fire Department and helped to 
start Hospice of McDowell County. He 
was a member of the Board of Health 
in  the Tri-County area and of the Counci l  
on Aging. He was also on the board for 
Habitat for Humanity, was a member of 
Boy Scouts of America Piedmont Counci l  
and was a recipient of the Si lver Beaver 
Award. He served in the U .S .  Army 
and the North Carolina National Guard. 
John Monroe King '48, November 9, 
Greenvil le. After working briefly as an 
accountant with a Greenvil le firm, he 
joined the Furman business office in 1 949 
and worked at the un iversity for more 
than 34 years, reti r ing in  1 983. He was 
an accountant in  the business office and 
later became assistant business manager. 
For several years he also served as business 
manager of athletics, and he retired as 
supervisor of housing services. He was 
a U .S  Marine Corps veteran of World 
War II in the Pacific Theatre. 
Alvin Pickens Barker '49, September 1 1, 
Snellvi l le, Ga .  He was a retired Baptist 
minister. 
Jul ia Lynette Nealy Cassell '49, October 
7, Pickens, S .C .  She was retired from State 
Farm Insurance Agency and was a recipient 
of the C ivitan of the Year award. 
Betty Jo Sloan Fersner '49, November 7, 
Folly Beach, S .C .  She began her teaching 
career in Joanna, S .C . ,  before moving to 
Orangeburg, S .C . ,  where she taught ele­
mentary music and later served as choral 
E D U CATI O N  I N I TIATIVE N A M E D  IN H O N O R  OF R I CHARD R I LEY 
Laureate Education h a s  announced an international 
scholarship in itiative named in  honor of Richard W 
R i ley ' 54, U . S .  Secretary of Education u nder B i l l  C l i nton 
and a champion of making h igher education accessible 
to those i n  need. 
The announcement was 
made December 3 by former 
president Cl inton and Douglas 
L .  Becker, chief executive 
officer of Laureate 
Education, at the C l inton Global I n itiative Asia 
meeting in  Hong Kong.  Laureate will award 1 ,000 
Richard W. R i l ey scholarships to deserving teachers 
around the world to help them earn an advanced 
degree in education, business or information 
technology. 
Laureate International U n iversities is a global 
network of 42 accredited campus-based and on- l ine 
un iversities offering undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs to nearly 500,000 students. 
R i ley served as Secretary of Education from 1 993 
to 2001 ,  during which time he spearheaded in it iatives 
to improve academic standards and expand college 
grants and loans programs. In 2008 he was named 
one of the 20th centu ry's "Ten Best Cabinet Members" 
by Time magazine. 
From 1 979 to 1 987 he was governor of South 
Carol ina, where he also championed education reform. 
He is currently an attorney i n  Greenvi l le and vice cha ir  
of the Furman board of trustees. Furman's R i ley I nsti­
tute and Richard W. R i ley Hall are named in  h is  honor. 
In 2008, Walden University, a member of the 
Laureate I nternational Un iversities network, named 
its College of Education after R i ley. Walden has 
announced that it will provide 100 ful l  scholarships 
through the Laureate progra m .  Recipients will be 
d i rector at Orangeburg-Wilkinson High 
School. She was president of the South 
Carolina Music Educators Association 
from 1 985 to 1 987 and was a member 
of the association's executive board for 
more than 27 years. She was inducted 
into its Ha l l  of Fame in 1 9 9 1 .  
Will iam Joseph Nolan, Jr. '49, August 3 1 ,  
Rock H i l l ,  S .C .  He worked in  his father's 
jewelry store in  Charlotte, N . C . ,  as a cost 
accountant for Buckeye Cotton and Oi l ,  
and in  sales for Lance Cracker Corporation 
until he joined the U . S .  Navy in  1 944. 
Following mi litary service and graduation 
from Furman, he became an ordained 
minister and served as pastor of churches 
in  Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama and the 
Carol inas, retir ing from First Baptist Church 
of Spindale, N .C. .  in 1 975 .  He then obtained 
real estate and contractor l i censes and 
formed a successful partnership with 
his son, B i l l .  He and his wife, Gloria, also 
served as foster parents for many years. 
Ann Jones Poore '49, September 1 3, 
Greer, S C. She was a retired teacher with 
the Greenvi l le County School District and 
also taught at Greenvi l le  Technical College. 
She was a member of the South Carol ina 
Walk ing Horse Association and the S .C .  
Walking Horse Hal l  of Fame. 
Grady Harding Summer '49, August 20, 
Louisvil le, Ga.  After earning a graduate 
degree from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, he returned to South Carol ina 
to serve Townvi l le  Baptist Church and teach 
at Anderson College. He was then cal led 
to Louisvil le Fi rst Baptist Church, where 
he worked for 28 years until retir ing in 
1 986. He later served as interim pastor 
for a number of churches in the Louisvil le 
area. He served on the Georgia Baptist 
Executive Committee and the Georgia 
Baptist Hospital Board. He was a moder­
ator of the Hephzibah Baptist Convention 
and taught in the Georgia Baptist Extension 
Program. He was a U .S .  Army veteran .  
N O M I NAT I O N S  SOUGHT FOR BAPTIST H E R ITAG E AWAR D  
On March 24 Furman w i l l  name t h e  1 Oth recipient of 
the Richard Furman Baptist Heritage Award. The honor 
is presented during the annual Founders Convocation to 
a Furman graduate who "reflects Baptist ideals by th inking 
crit ical ly, l iv ing compassionately and mak i ng life-changing 
commitments." 
her graduation year, and a description of how the ind i­
v i dua l  qua l if ies for the award through works, service 
and activities. Supporting documents, examples and 
references are welcome. 
The award acknowledges Furman's found ing heritage 
that forged a viable relat ionsh ip between faith and learn­
ing. As the award description states, " I n  the tradition 
Nominators should also i nclude their name, address 
and contact i nformation .  The selection committee 
requests that nominees not be i nformed that they are 
being considered . 
For add itional information or to submit a nomination, 
contact Frank G ra nger ' 8 1 ,  274 Hunn icutt Drive, Athens, 
Ga., 30606, cfghome@bellsouth.net 
of the un ivers ity 's namesake, the recipient combines 
col laborative activity, visionary leadersh ip  and creative 
in itiatives that result in opportun ities for ind ividuals 
and i nstitutions a l i ke to strengthen, expand and translate 
the relationsh i p  between faith and learning . "  
T h e  selection committee is seeking nomi nations 
for consideration this year and i n  the future. Nomi nations 
should i nc lude a current vita on the nominee, h is  or 
Recipients of the Richard Furman Baptist Heritage 
Award s ince 2000 are Cecil  P. Staton, J r. ' 80, Charles 
Frank  "T" Thomas ' 7 1 ,  L i l l ian Brock Flemming ' 7 1 ,  David 
L. Odom ' 8 1 ,  Daniel B. McGee '56, Margaret A .  " Peggy" 
Haymes '82,  Kyle D .  Matthews ' 86, Anthony W McDade 
'79 and Wil l iam H.  Be l l inger ' 7 2 .  
Alva Romayne Hamilton ' 50, October 9 ,  
Easley, S .C .  He was a teacher, coach and 
principal i n  several South Carol ina schools. 
A game warden in  Beaufort County, he 
was a former Easley city counci lman and 
a U .S .  Navy veteran .  
Will iam Short ' 50, J u n e  6 ,  Des Moines, 
Wash. For 30 years unti l  his retirement 
in  1 992, he was head of the science division 
and chemistry department at Athens (Ala.) 
College (now Un iversity). He earned 
a master's degree in  organic chemistry 
from the Un iversity of South Carol ina 
and a master's and doctorate in  bio­
chemistry from the U n iversity of Alabama 
Medical School. He also conducted cancer 
research at Southern Research Institute 
in  B irmingham, Ala. He was a U .S .  Navy 
veteran of World War I I .  
Patsy Murphy Tripp ' 50, September 1 0, 
Powdersville, S .C .  She was retired from 
Easley (S C .) H igh School. 
Joe Payne Waters, Jr. ' 50, June 1 6, 
Florence, S .C .  He was a U .S .  Army veteran 
and a member of the National Guard and 
the Army Reserves. He was a longtime 
funeral d i rector and owner of Waters 
Funeral Home. He was a member of 
the American Leg ion, a former member 
of Florence Rotary C lub and a former 
Florence city counci lman. 
leo Jackson "Jay" Harvey, J r. ' 5 1 , 
November 1 9, Gaffney, S .C .  He was 
the former owner/operator of Harvey's 
Drive- I n  and was a U.S .  Navy veteran .  
Harold Wayne lewis ' 5 1 ,  October 1 9, 
Taylors, S C. He was pastor of churches 
in  Indiana and South Carolina and served 
as a church planter in  Ohio with the Home 
M ission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. With his wife, Martha, he 
was appointed a foreign missionary in 
1 968 and served i n  Trinidad, Wake Island 
and Suriname for 29 years. He was author 
of A Short History of Baptists and How 
They Got to Suriname. 
Mary lee El lison McJunkin ' 52  (M.A .  
'66), November 1 4, Anderson, S .C .  She 
was an educator for more than 43 years. 
She taught at the Tamassee (S.C. )  DAR 
School and in  Anderson County and 
Pickens County schools, and later was 
a teacher and principal in  the Greenvi l le 
County School District. 
Charles Welborn Rogers '52, October 
1 6, Cross H i l l ,  S . C .  He was a U.S Army 
veteran and received a Purple Heart dur ing 
the Korean War. Whi le in  the Army, 
he was chosen to march in the inaugura l  
parade of  President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Before reti r ing he was a lead man with 
Kemet Corporation.  
Golden H .  "Buck" Cross '53,  September 
1 0, 2007, Gainesvil le, Ga.  He was an 
educator and Baptist m in ister who fin ished 
his career as a consultant for SRA Corpo­
ration. He was a ship radio officer dur ing 
World War I I  and took part in  the invasion 
of Normandy. 
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Betty Jean Enloe McKay ' 53 ,  September 
1 6 , l rmo, S . C .  She was one of the first 
two art teachers hired in  Lexington (S C . )  
District 5 and helped develop the district's 
curriculum guide to teach ing  art. In 1 982 
she received the Outstanding Service to 
Art Education Award from the S .C .  Art 
Education Association. She was a member 
of the Audubon Society, National Art 
League and National Art Education 
Association .  
Devoy W. Satterfield ' 53, September 1 5, 
N inety-Six, S .C .  He was a m in ister at 
churches in  upstate South Carol i na and 
northern Georgia .  After retirement he 
f i l led a number of interim pastorates. 
J u l ian Attaway Cave, Jr. ' 54, September 
1 9, St. Petersburg, Fla. He was priest in 
charge of St. Alban's Episcopal Church at 
the time of his death. He served a number 
of other churches throughout the South-
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Rembert "Buddy" S .  Truluck, J r. ' 56, 
November 1 4, Greenvil le. After gradu­
ating from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, he served as a pastor of Baptist 
churches in  Kentucky, South Carolina and 
M ississipp i .  He was called to the Baptist 
College of Charleston (now Charleston 
Southern Un iversity) in 1 973 to work 
with students there and later worked 
at Metropolitan Community Churches 
i n  Atlanta, Nashvi l le  and San Francisco. 
In  2000 he authored the book Steps 
to Recovery from Bible Abuse. 
Nancy McManaway Young ' 56,  
October 1 0, Columbia, S .C .  A graduate 
of the Un iversity of South Carolina School 
of Law, she taught fam i ly and civi l  media­
tion on behalf of the State Bar Association 
and served on numerous committees and 
cou nci ls, inc luding the Lawyer's Fund for 
C l ient Protection and the Fami ly Law 
Counci l .  She was frequently asked to 
speak at seminars and meetings of the 
state Trial Lawyers Association .  She was 
'/ft!H HJfAfd ·7 Ut{Of dow <>ue!tJi>t{Jf?i>M <>t{l .·Ji>MSU'rf a service award winner for the S . C .  Bar 
east and in  Washington, D.C.  and was 
a former mayor of Redington Beach, F la .  
He did graduate study at the University 
of Georgia, the Un iversity of Edinburgh 
(Scotland), Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Virginia Theological Semi­
nary. Recipient of an honorary doctorate 
from Mercer Un iversity, he was a contrib­
utor to The Living Church, the National 
Episcopal weekly magazine, and other 
publications. To learn more, visit 
www.jul iancave.wordpress.com. 
Chester Grzibowski ' 54, November 6,  
New Windsor, N Y  He was retired from 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Co. 
Hugo A .  Metts ' 54,  October 25 ,  2007, 
Orangeburg, Fla. He worked for Thomp­
son Water Seal before moving to central 
Florida, where he ran Metts Appraisal 
Service, a residential property appraisal 
fi rm. He was a U.S. Army veteran. 
James T. Norwood, J r. ' 54, August 24, 
Columbia, S .C .  He taught Engl ish l i terature 
at Orangeburg (S.C.) High School, Appala­
chian State U n iversity in  Boone, N . C ., and 
Southwest Baptist U n iversity in  Bolivar, Mo. 
Richard Edward Strickland ' 55 ,  Ju ly 1 4, 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla. He was an aero­
space engineer and a test pilot in  the U . S .  
A ir  Force before becoming a weapons 
systems analyst at the Armament Labora­
tory at E lg in Air Force Base. He was directly 
i nvolved with the source selection of the 
F-1 5 a i rcraft and made s ign ificant contri­
butions to the design and selection of the 
F-1 6 .  He participated in  the design plans 
for the plane in  the movie "Top Gun . "  
Lewis Monroe Kay ' 56,  November 1 9, 
G reenvi l le .  He served with the U . S .  Air 
Force dur ing the Korean Confl ict and 
was a pharmaceutical representative 
with Parke-Davis for 36 years. 
Association Pro Bono Program and was 
a member of the S . C .  Counci l  on Alter-
native Dispute Resolution. Active in 
commun ity theatre, she also served 
on the C ity of Columbia Traffic Safety 
Committee. She was named Woman 
of the Year and Career Woman of the 
Year by the Lexington Business and 
Professional Women's Club.  
Mona Freeman Chapman ' 5 7, October 4,  
Greenvi l le.  She worked for the Cooper 
and Gary law firm in  Columbia, S .C . ,  was 
a member of the Pa lmetto Cabinet, and 
was an active civic volunteer. In Greenvi l le 
she was associated with Bur l ington I ndus­
tries for many years and was a charter 
member of the Greenvil le County Legal 
Auxi l iary. She served as admin istrative 
assistant at the Metropolitan Arts Counci l  
for 14 years. 
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D u ri n g  the Ch ristmas season, there's a good 
chance your fami ly gathered around the television 
to bask in  the nostalgia of the 1 946 J immy Stewart 
classic " It's a Wonderful Life." You cheered as the 
townspeople dumped their money on George Bai ley's 
l iving room table. You smiled as precocious tow-head 
Zuzu told her beaming parents what "Teacher says" 
about bells and angel  wings .  
What you probably didn't do,  however, is  ask 
you rself, "So what happened next7" 
It was that question that prompted commercial 
musician Bob Farnsworth to embark on his most 
unusual artistic venture yet - a film treatment and 
screenplay for " It's a Wonderful Life: The Rest 
of the Story." 
Farnsworth, a 1 974 Furman graduate and fou nder 
of Hummingbird Productions i n  Nashvi l le, Tenn . ,  is best 
known for his work on the " Budweiser Frogs" ad that 
made such a splash dur ing the 1 99 5  Super Bowl. Yet 
he sees the f i lm project as among his most meaningful 
efforts. " It's something this country rea l ly needs -
a story about forgiveness," he says. 
In  his upbeat, scattered way, Farnsworth tells 
stories peppered with references to rel ig ious leaders 
and theolog ians from Rick Warren to C . S .  Lewis to 
Friedrich Nietzsche as he riffs on the themes of grace 
and forgiveness in  his l ife. 
Reflecting on his Furman years, he reca l ls 
economics instructor James Johnson, the "most 
gracious of a l l  professors." At one point Farnsworth 
was at risk of losing his scholarship after a bout of 
mono i nterrupted h is studies.  Everything rode on 
two courses - French and economics. Although 
Farnsworth says he had a "sol id A" in  French, 
the professor gave him a B. " Mr. Farnsworth, 
you're not an A student," she sa id .  
He needed at least a B in  economics to reta i n  
h i s  scholarsh ip, but by exam time a B seemed hope­
less. He cal led Johnson the n ight before to say he 
was going to fa i l  the exam and wou ld  rather not take 
it at a l l .  The professor responded, " Mr. Farnsworth, 
you're not a fa i l ing student.  If you show u p - even 
if  you get a zero - I  wi l l  not fail you . "  Free of the fear 
of fa i lure, Farnsworth felt motivated to study a l l  n ight, 
and got an A on the exa m .  
He sees a gracious h a n d  a t  work in  h i s  professional 
l ife as wel l .  When he contacted 68-year-old Karolyn 
Grimes, who played Zuzu in " It's a Wonderful Life," 
he found her eager to reprise her role, even though 
she had not acted since her teen-age years. C hance 
meetings and serendipitous connections also enabled 
h im to present his f i lm treatment to executives from 
Walden Media, producers of the "Chronicles of Narn ia" 
movies. Whi le  no deal has been struck, Farnsworth 
has scheduled a second meet ing with Walden and 
is hopeful that doors wi l l  open for the fi l m .  
" Sometimes you a s k  God, 'Where a r e  you?' A n d  
other times pieces just come together," he says with 
confidence that his current endeavor will fa l l  into the 
latter category. 
Even doors that have closed for Farnsworth seem 
to have paved the way for his success. After a Furman 
Concert C hoir tr ip to Brazi l,  during which the group did 
mission work whi le s inging in  Belem, he felt cal led to 
spend h is  l ife pursuing such efforts, and to fund them 
through music .  A gu itarist and singer, he and his 
friend M ike Hudson '73 moved to Nashvi l le after 
graduation and were eventua l ly s igned by a record 
label .  They were bi l led as "the next S imon and 
Garfun kel," but soon thereafter " Saturday Night Fever" 
ushered in the age of d isco - and effectively k i l led, 
in Farnsworth's words, "the folksy stuff." 
Farnsworth then began working with a friend 
from his church who did commercials - and learned 
enough about the jingle business to start his own 
company, Hummingbird Productions. Its big break 
came when it landed an account with McDonald's 
and produced a host of ads. 
Over the last 30 years Hummingbird 
(www. hummingbirdproductions.com) has earned 
four C l ios (the "Oscar of the ad worl d " )  and a place 
for the Budweiser Frogs campaign in  the Clio Hall of 
Fame a longside iconic ads for Oscar Mayer Weiners 
and Apple's " 1 984" commercials, among others. 
The frogs were "s imple genius," Farnsworth 
says, crediting the D'Arcy ad agency of St. Louis with 
the core of the idea. The campaign was the first to 
brand the name of the product with an an ima l  sound, 
starting a trend that may wel l  have inspired such fare 
as the popular AFLAC duck commercials of today. 
What's the reason behind Hummingbird's success' 
"I don't know, but there's a purpose. Maybe it's th is," 
Farnsworth says, gesturing to the " It's a Wonderful 
Life" script. 
Ever mindful of gracious providence, Farnsworth 
insists that no one should take too much credit for 
themselves. "There are too many things that have 
to fa l l  into place, " he says. " It's a l l  a gift, so there 
is no legitimate room for arrogance. I'm sti l l  waiting 
for people to figu re out that I 'm no good . "  
- J ESSICA MI LLER KELLEY 
The author, a 2003 Furman graduate, is a book and 
magazine editor in Nashville. 
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Wells Daniel Holland, Sr. '57, November 
1 3 ,  Fountain Inn, S .C .  A graduate of South­
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, he 
was pastor of a number of churches in 
Virginia and South Carol ina .  He was 
a Mason. 
Mavis Nesbitt Ruegner '58, March 3,  
2008, Hampstead, N.C.  She was an 
elementary school teacher for 3 5  years. 
leon Lancaster ' 59, September 6, 
Founta in Inn, S.C. He was pastor of 
a number of Baptist churches in the 
Carol inas. He also served as a substitute 
teacher at H i l lcrest H igh School and was 
a member of Woodmen of the World. 
Josie Pressly Dunbar '60, August 29, 
Cayce, S .C .  She was a longtime employee 
of the Department of Social Services in 
Columbia and had been involved with the 
Faith at Work organization for many years. 
James Gerald "Gary" Gambrell '60, 
August 24, Cordova, Tenn. After 35 years 
with J . C .  Penney Company, he had retired 
as a manager. He was a U .S .  Army veteran .  
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Percy Lea Hughes Painter '60, March 8, 
2008, Sumter, S.C. She was a retired 
educator, a past president of the South 
Carolina Technical Education Association 
and a past president of the YMCA board. 
Floree Sutton Smith '60, October 20, 
Pacolet, S .C .  She was a retired teacher 
from Greer (S .C .) High School and was 
a resident hostess at the Pacolet Chapel 
of Floyd's Mortuary. 
Joseph H. Stover '62, October 8, Union, 
S.C. A veteran of the Korean War, he was 
a medic with the U S Army. He served as 
pastor of seven Baptist churches in South 
Carolina and one in Texas. 
Clelia Derrick Hendrix, M .A.  '63, 
November 2 1 ,  Greenvi l le .  She taught 
in the public schools of Greenvil le County 
and was also a guidance counselor and 
supervisor of Engl ish and reading. During 
the last 1 5  years of her career she was 
publ ic  relations d i rector for the school 
district. She was president of the Green­
ville County Education Association and 
the state chapters of the Department 
of Reading Teachers and National School 
Publ ic Relations Association. The first 
woman to chair the board of Columbia 
(S .C .) College, she received an honorary 
doctorate from the school, as wel l as 
the Distinguished Service Award and the 
Columbia College Medal l ion.  She taught 
in  Furman's "Community College," served 
on the South Carolina Commission on 
Women, and was active in Methodist church 
work on the local, state and national levels. 
Nell Merritt Huff '63, November 8, Pelzer, 
S .C .  She taught for 27 years in Greenvil le 
County Schools. 
Mary Anness Harper Hite, M .A.  '64, 
August 2 1 ,  Due West, S C .  She taught at 
Swansea (S .C .) H igh School and later taught 
for many years in Abbevil le County, S .C .  
Richard Lewis Giddings '66 ,  June 25,  
Peachtree City, Ga .  He was a Vietnam 
War veteran and earned the Bronze Star 
for bravery. He was formerly president 
of Derner Industrial Sales. 
Mary Moody Woods '67, November 27, 
Greenvil le. She worked in the Greenville 
County school system for nearly 30 years 
as a music teacher and early chi ldhood 
instructor. 
M ike Barton '68, October 23 ,  Bucking­
hamshire, England. 
Charles Kenneth "Red" Jackson '68, 
November 1 ,  Anderson, S.C. A U.S. Army 
veteran, he retired in 1 99 1  as an engineer 
with Bei iSouth after 39 years of service. 
He was also associated with Design South 
Professionals, Inc. He served on the district 
level of the Blue Ridge Counci l  of Boy 
Scouts of America . 
Douglas "Stan" Catoe ' 7 1 ,  August 1 1 ,  
Baton Rouge, La. H e  was a retired high 
school band di rector. 
Maurice l. Murphy ' 72,  October 3, 
Ocala, F la.  He spent his career in banking 
in  the Ocala area, f irst with Sun Trust 
Banks and more recently with Independent 
National Bank.  He was actively involved 
in  community work through youth sports, 
the Un ited Way, M unroe Regional Medical 
Center Development Foundation and the 
Kiwanis C lub .  
Carolyn Tyler Usher '72 ,  November 1 1 ,  
Springfield, Va. She was employed a s  the 
assistant to the music min istry department 
at Immanuel B ible Church. 
Sherry Bynum Bishop '73, August 1 6, 
Greenvi l le .  She was a former teacher at 
Washington Avenue C hristian School. 
Donald Alan Haynie '73, November 1 1 , 
Charleston, S .C .  He had been active in 
Charleston-area real estate since 1 974 
and was founder and president of Spectrum 
Properties. He taught licensing courses 
for real estate and property management. 
Richard Hall Hearin '73, November 1 1 ,  
Alpharetta, Ga.  H e  was senior vice presi­
dent of Coldwell Banker Bu i lder/Developer 
Services. 
James Stewart Wingo, Sr., M .A.'78, 
November 3, Anderson, S .C .  He was 
a former president of the Anderson YMCA, 
former board chair of the Anderson Cham­
ber of Commerce, past president of the 
United Way, a member of Anderson Rotary 
Club and a member of the first class of 
Leadership Anderson. In 1991  he was 
a candidate for the South Carolina Senate. 
He retired as North American purchasing 
manager at BASF and served in the 
National G uard. 
Denise Arms Henson, M .A.  ' 8 1 ,  October 
5,  Matthews, N . C .  
Terry Braxton Phi l l ips '86, October 2,  
Fletcher, N.C.  He was owner of Metro­
politan Medical Services. 
Lorraine Steiner Kaplan, M . A. '90, 
October 9, Taylors, S .C .  She was a teacher 
at Mauldin Elementary School .  
Mark Theodore Freeman, M .A.  '97, 
August 3 1 ,  Greenvi l le .  
Susan Alexander Pick, M.A. '05, 
October 7, Travelers Rest, S.C. She taught 
at B lue Ridge M iddle School for 18 years. 
G EO R G E  BOX P RACTICES T H E  F I N E  ART O F  F I N E  TU N I N G  . . .  
When G eorge Box '89 travels around New York 
to repair, restore or re-tune a pipe organ,  his backpack 
isn't very heavy. Often he carries l ittle more than h is 
trusty hacksaw blade and a few tiny metal rods. 
Those are the only metal tools needed for the 
arcane, del icate art of organ repair. But mental tools 
are also mandatory. It takes someone with an unusual 
combination of talents i n  music and in mechan ics, 
not to mention a healthy dose of eccentricity, to be 
attracted to the art of organ tun ing .  
That  observation comes from Ro land Ottewel l  '88 ,  
who has helped Box on selected organ projects. 
Ottewell adds that another job requirement is getting 
used to working mostly i n  solitude - and i n  a lmost 
total s i lence. 
"There is something really n ice about the peace­
fulness of being i n  one of these h uge churches i n  New 
York," says Ottewell, a copy editor for New York 
publ ish ing houses. " There is this incredible bowl of 
s i lence inside. The clamor of the city d isappears . "  
Box practices h i s  trade i n  t h e  five boroughs of 
New York C ity, in New Jersey and in upstate New York. 
But he learned h is craft by travel ing to country chapels 
throughout the Southeast. 
A native of New Orleans and a trained musician, 
Box moved to Atlanta after earn ing a degree in Engl ish 
from Furman .  H e  became active i n  Atlanta's under­
g round music scene and formed such bands as Rubber 
Madonna and Synchro System, which fused punk-rock 
g u itars and attitudes with Brazi l ia n  tango beats. 
Whi le  working part time at a bookstore, Box 
struck up a friendship with a customer named David 
Whittier. Whittier, who held a doctorate i n  Engl ish 
l iterature, pursued books from a wide array of intel­
lectual d isc ip l ines - and d isplayed some id iosyncratic 
habits, l i ke spending hours at the bookstore. 
Box eventual ly d iscovered that Whittier was 
a master organ tuner. When Whittier learned of Box's 
interest in music, he offered Box the chance to learn 
the trade. 
"The organ business is fi l led with a bunch 
of mysterious characters" l i ke Whittier, Box says. 
"They're chronic curmudgeons. 
"They tend to be bright and have diverse 
The organ at New York's Church of St. Ignatius Loyola, 
where George Box has left his imprint. 
intellectua l  interests, and they're man iacal in a mechan­
ical way." 
Box's apprenticeship with Whittier lasted nine 
years, during wh ich they repaired church organs 
i n  Alabama, Georgia, M ississippi  and South Carol ina .  
Between those g igs, Box worked other odd jobs. 
Soon after Whittier died i n  the late 1 9 90s, Box 
decided he wanted to repair  organs ful l  t ime and took 
a job with the A.E .  Schlueter Pipe Organ Co. of Lithonia, 
Ga., one of the largest refurbishing firms i n  the South­
east. At Schlueter, Box honed his knowledge of organs 
built by Ernest M. Sk inner, described by Box as "the 
most important organ bui lder of the 20th century." 
Eventua l ly Box moved to New York, home to 
a large concentration of massive p ipe organs in h istoric 
cathedrals .  His busy seasons for tun ing are just before 
Easter and Thanksgiving .  H i s  recondit ioning work 
takes place dur ing the summer, when choirs are 
on vacation. 
Box, 41 , travels to most jobs via subway or bicycle, 
and his tool chest is h is  backpack. Among h is  tools are 
an implement that he says "looks l i ke a $100 sta in less­
steel butter knife, " as well as " l ittle metal rods of 
varying lengths and edges . "  
W h e n  t u n i n g  a n  organ's pipes, Box says, " You're 
basical ly moving a piece of meta l .  You're moving 
lengths as f ine as 1 /64th of an inch to a quarter of an 
inch.  O r  you're moving a tuning s l ide, a flap or a wire ."  
H i s  most i nd ispensable tool may be a 50-cent 
hacksaw blade that he's had for a decade. 
" I t  has a serrated edge," Box says.  " It 's bent at 
a n  angle, but not at such a sharp angle that it does 
any damage to the pipe. It does a l low some kind 
of gr ip .  I t  grabs on to a piece of meta l perfectly." 
Box's portfol io includes the 5,000-pipe N . P. 
Mander organ at the C hurch of St. Ignatius Loyola on 
Park Avenue in Man hattan, the 3 , 1 73-pipe Holtkamp 
organ at The Ju i l l iard School i n  New York's Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts, and the Skinner organ 
at St. Ann and the Holy Trinity C h u rch i n  Brooklyn 
Heights, a bu i ld ing that dates to the mid-1 9th century. 
An independent contractor, Box picks up orders 
through contacts in the small community of organ 
tuners and bui lders. Work on a s ing le  organ usually 
takes about a day, a lthough if a n  organ hasn't been 
tuned i n  1 0  or 20 years, Box says the job can last up 
to four days. 
And he's always i n  deman d .  He has been 
recruited to work for compan ies in Atlanta, Wash­
ington, D .C . ,  and Cal iforn ia .  But he prefers to remain 
i n  New York, where there are plenty of organs to tune. 
Although he's yet to see it i n  person, he says 
he would l i ke to inspect Furman 's 2,930-pipe Hartness 
Organ bui l t  by C. B .  Fisk, a Massach usetts company 
that specializes i n  mechanica l-action pipe organs.  
" F isk's organs are extremely wel l -made and they 
have a u n ique tonal  concept, a lot of which goes 
against trad it ional American concepts," Box says. 
" Fu rman's organ is talked about a lot i n  the organ 
business." 
- AN DY PETERS 
The author, a 1992 Furman graduate, is a reporter 
for the Fulton County (Ga.) Dai ly Report. 
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T H E LAST WO R D  
Perfect preparat ion 
There I was, a 1 9 -year-old g i r l  from a sma l l  
town in  eastern Kentucky, about to board my 
first a i rp lane f l ight .  
But th is  was no ord inary tr ip .  I had 
decided that  my i n it ia l  experience i n  a i r  travel 
would be a trans-Pacific f l ight to Shanghai,  as 
part of a Furman study abroad progra m .  
Somehow I overcame my jitters a n d  
c l imbed aboard . Hours later, w e  arrived 
at our destination. 
I d id n't know it at that moment -
I was just happy to be back on sol id ground -
but the most fatefu l  part of my undergraduate 
experience would be the t ime I spent studying in Ch ina .  
When look ing for co l leges, I had been attracted to 
Furman because of its wealth of study abroad programs 
and focus on engaged learn ing .  Dur ing my years at 
Furman I was "engaged " both in  and out of the class­
room, from s im ulations and d i rect field experiences in 
my pol it ical science classes to advance team work with 
the R i ley I nstitute and summer internships in Washing­
ton, D . C ., and New York. 
But it took only a few short weeks of making 
my way on the other s ide of the world to realize that 
I was hooked on Ch ina .  
I would go on to  study two years of  Mandarin  at  
Furman - the u n iversity now offers four  years of  the 
lang uage - and th is, combined with my interest in  civi l  
society development, led me to return to China after 
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Shannon Roe on a visit to Cambodia during her student days. 
graduation for my first job.  As a Princeton-in-Asia 
Fel low, I worked with a non-governmental organ ization 
on a pesticide reduction project in  the southwestern 
city of Kunming .  
After spend ing  a year trekk ing through rice pad­
dies and developing relationships with internat ional  
fou ndations, I knew I cou ldn 't go back to a " norma l "  
desk job. S o  I landed a summer position with the 
Global Young Leaders Conference (GYLC), which soon 
tu rned i nto a fu l l-time position with GYLC's sister pro­
gram, the National Young Leaders Conference. 
Both of these experiential education programs 
focus on br ing ing top high school students to Wash­
ington to examine leadership through the lens of civics 
and government. They grapple with what it truly means 
to be publ ic  leaders, experience interactive s imu lations, 
and hear speakers from the three branches of 
government and the i nternational commun ity. 
In a l l ,  I spent nearly three years engag ing 
with talented students from a l l  over the world 
and serving as their l iaison with members of 
the D . C .  community. I can't imagine a more 
perfect preparation for the job than the 
experiences I had at Furman.  
Today, as I 'm considering graduate 
programs, I f ind that my years as an under­
grad sti l l  shape what I 'm look ing for. When 
I vis it  schools, I notice how the students 
interact with each other and how the 
professors fac i l itate discussions. 
Furman offered me the chance to be part of 
a special commun ity in a tru ly l ife-changing environ­
ment. And now I 'm content to accept noth ing less. 
- SHANNON ROE 
The author, a 2004 graduate, lives in Washington, 
D.C., and was until June the program manager for 
the National Young Leaders Conference. She was 
recently promoted to program officer at the Academy 
for Educational Development, where she designs and 
implements short-term youth, sports and professional 
exchange programs on behalf of the State Department. 
This article is reprinted from Engage Furman magazine 
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